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110th Anniversary Celebration a Great Success!
The 110th celebration for our dear ole
Epsilon Chapter was an amazing success!
Around 200 brothers and guests were able
to attend the event ranging from the class of
1959 all the way up to the class of 2022. All
attendees had the chance to catch up and share
some good old memories from back in the day.
There was a cash bar for those who were 21
or older and a wide variety of hors d’oeuvres,
which included sandwiches, meats, seafood,
and vegetarian options that everyone enjoyed.
During the event, there were two slideshows
filled with many pictures from the different
eras of Theta Chi. Brothers were able to see
glimpses of the sweet memories of college that
Theta Chi was able to provide for them. It was
amazing to see how strong the brotherhood has
been over 110 years. For some entertainment,
there were two foosball tables that attracted
the attention of several alumni and actives,
who are starting to give the alumni some
new competition. There were also several
other exhibits, including an officer history
spreadsheet, room resident history, and an
interactive map of all Epsilon alumni around
the world.
In the middle of all these events, the current
president of the Epsilon Building Association
(EBA) and of the house gave a great speech
thanking everyone who was able to join us at
the celebration, especially Chris Lacey ’85,
who won the Man Mile Award for coming
all the way from Indio, Cali. Finally, once the
event was done, many alumni decided to end

Chapter presidents enjoy time at the house after the
110th. Left to right: James Melvin ’85,
Doug Wood ’83, Daniel Pelaez ’20, Mike Iassogna ’82.
alumni.oxepsilon.org

Some of the almost 200 brothers and
guests in attendance at Union Station for
the 110th Anniversary Celebration.

the night at the house and had a blast reliving
the good old days of Theta Chi.
Among so many contributors, extra special
thanks to the following undergraduates
and alumni for helping to make the 110th
Celebration such a great success:
Michael A. Connor ’21 – 110th Anniversary
lead, planning, and execution
Aiden Crane ’21 – Set up room history poster
John Eracar ’20 – Set up the Chapter
accolades and analytics poster
Kamil Gumienny ’21 – Developed a flyer for
the event
Antonio Jeanlys ’21 – Took pictures of the event
Dalibor Kresovic ’21 – Helped bring/set up
composites at the event

Left to right: Paul Chodak ’85, Stephen McNary ’82,
Frank Connolly ’83, Bob Mathews ’83.

Jon Lazari ’21 – Set up the alumni address list
poster
James Melvin ’85 – Advisor, planning, and
execution
Vinay Nair ’21 – Set up a financial spreadsheet
for the event and created a tribute for Alex
Papianou
Daniel Pelaez ’20 – Helped in the planning of
the 110th Anniversary Celebration
Kevin Sifuentes ’20 – Started the initial
planning of the 110th Anniversary Celebration
Fraternally,
Michael A. Connor ’21
Alumni Relations Chair
Theta Chi Fraternity

Left to right: Ron Barth ’86, Joe Gammal ’86,
Tim Dray ’85, Don Desaulniers ’85, and
George Bukow ’86 at the 110th Anniversary.

2019 Alumni Weekend at Theta Chi
Saturday, June 1, 2019

Alumni Weekend is a busy and exciting time at WPI. Bring back the
memories by taking a walk through campus and seeing how it’s changed,
or have lunch with some of your classmates on the Hill. After reuniting
with friends and enjoying the Institute offerings, be sure to stop by
Theta Chi for our Open House to complete your visit to campus. Our
fraternity house will be open for tours for you and your guests. In the
dining room, we will have past composites and photos from our recent
110th Anniversary Celebration. Outside we will have a variety of lawn
games, including doubles horseshoes, bag toss, and KanJam. Also, we
will be sporting our traditional BBQ, including burgers, dogs, drinks,
and more! Stop by for a bite and enjoy time with your fellow brothers.
No matter what you do, Alumni Weekend is full of fun and rejoicing
here at WPI.

The campus schedule for this year’s events can be found online
on WPI’s website (wpi.edu) under the Alumni Weekend tab. From
golf tournaments to breakfast with President Laurie Leshin, there is
something for everyone. Make sure not to miss your class reunion as
well, which includes dinner and pictures! For the very latest information
on the Open House event at Theta Chi, check out our alumni Facebook
page for details. We hope to see many generations of WPI graduates
come back to enjoy a beautiful weekend on campus.
Fraternally,
Devin Guerrera ’22
Alumni Relations Committee

2019 Epsilon Building Association Open Golf Tournament
It is the official start of summer and time to start planning for
this year’s annual Epsilon Building Association (EBA) Open Golf
Tournament! The EBA Open is one of the highlights of our annual
social calendar and many of the teams have been competing and
talking smack for many years! It’s also a great chance to network with
brothers from a wide range of classes including active brothers to
more “seasoned” alumni. The more people we have, the better the
event, so talk it up, throw down a challenge and side bet to some of
your classmates, and get out to the course.
We will return to Holden Hills Country Club for the 2019 EBA
Open and will be having a shotgun start beginning at 12 p.m. on
Saturday, July 20. The fee for this year’s event remains at $100 per
player, which covers lunch, dinner, golf, carts, and prizes.

The alumni website is ready to accept registrations for this year’s
event. Golf registration can be found at: oxepsilon.com:1856/oxe/
alumni/golf/ebaopen.jhtml. For those of you who want to play but
may not have a foursome, please send me a note and I will try to
match you up with other groups or individuals looking for additional
players.
If you have any questions, please feel free to email me at
polcaridg@cdmsmith.com. I look forward to seeing you at this year’s
event!
Fraternally,
Dave Maddog Polcari ’88

2019 Theta Chi Poker Tournament for Charity
Theta Chi Epsilon will host the Alumni and Undergraduate Poker
Tournament on Saturday, September 7. This is a joint event with alumni
and a fundraiser for the USO. This event will consist of alumni and
undergraduates battling it out with their poker skills to get their name
etched onto the winner plaque. The event will start off with dinner and
drinks for the alumni and undergraduates, to get a chance to sit down

and have a chat before the tournament. In the most recent tournament,
we raised $600 for the USO. The current champion is Adam Macsata
’16, with Dave Tahajian ’85 and James Melvin ’85 as close runner-ups.
We look forward to having as many alumni as possible come show off
their skills as well as teach some of the undergraduates some real
poker skills.

Joe Gugliemino ’83 and Ernie Cormier ’81 take on
Alex Alvarez ’19 and Kyle Scaplen ’19 at the 110th Anniversary.

Chris Lacey ’85 (Man-Mile Winner) and Neil Lettenberger ’07
(EBA President) at the 110th Anniversary.

alumni.oxepsilon.org

Career Networking at Theta Chi

Epsilon Building Association
Financials
Mortgage:
• Principle Balance: $578K (after pending refinance)
• Monthly Payment: $4,644
• Interest Rate: 5.25%
Chapter Rent:
• $38K/quarter or $76K/semester or $152K/year
Major Projects:
• $200K - Complete siding replacement

Epsilon Building Association
Structure Changes
The 2019 Career Night was very successful and insightful for
our undergraduates at Epsilon Chapter. After dinner, brothers
heard from a panel of 10 alumni, ranging from recent graduates
to graduates from the ’80s and Maggie Becker, who worked for
the Student Career Development Center for 10 years. Shawn
Ayube ’99 introduced each of the panel members and asked
them to share their career path. Then, the focus of the panel
steered toward internships, interviews, resumes, and applications.
Questions from the undergraduates followed after an hour of
expert knowledge was shared.
The panel members also broke out for individual sessions
with the undergraduates. Maggie Becker and some alumni
ran a resume critique session to edit resumes for a professional
appearance and to appeal to specific jobs the students were
looking for. Other alumni ran mock interview sessions. During
the mock interviews, they conducted an in-person interview for
a job that related to the student’s technical background, giving
key pointers along the way as well as specific mannerisms to keep
in mind. Improvements in these skills have set up our active
brothers for early success.
Thanks to recent scholarship chairman, Jordan Pickunka
’20, for organizing the event and special thanks to the following
alumni and guests for participating in this year’s event:
Shawn Ayube ’99
Andrew Bartley ’09
Maggie Becker
Joe Gugliemino ’83
Neil Lettenberger ’07
Sean Maki ’94
Nick Marcoux ’06
John Marczewski ’85
James Melvin ’85
JP Ramos ’18
Fraternally,
Connor Buek ’21
Scholarship Chairman

At the 110th Anniversary, the Epsilon Building Association (EBA)
announced it adopted a new organizational structure at of the start
of the 2018-19 WPI academic year. The new design was inspired by
successful corporation structures at other Theta Chi chapters with needs
and goals similar to Epsilon’s: grow the alumni association to better
serve the alumni network, the active Chapter members, and the physical
Chapter House.
The new structure consists of three operational committees to manage
each of these focus areas, and an executive committee (president, vice
president, secretary, treasurer, etc.) tasked with governance of the
corporation. This is in contrast to the prior structure where a single
executive committee managed all facets of the corporation. The new
structure gives each committee’s chairman decision-making power in
their respective area, and it enables the EBA to operate with significantly
greater bandwidth. Hopefully, you’ve started to notice the increase in
programming and events for alumni and undergraduates, and this will
only improve over the coming months and years.
For your convenience, the committee chairmen and executive
committee president are listed below, but there are many hard-working
individuals operating within each of the committees, and many
more needed to help! Please contact one of the men below if you are
interested in joining or finding out more. Most of the help needed
is simply devoting a few hours a year to support or organize a single
activity/project. Roles with greater responsibility exist as well.
Executive Committee President — Neil Lettenberger ’07
(neil.lettenberger@gmail.com)
Director of Alumni Programming — Jim Melvin ’85
(jmm2562@gmail.com)
Director of the Chapter Advisory Board — Bill Lucas ’98
(billlucas3@hotmail.com)
Director of Facilities — Jimmy Muller ’18
(jjmuller@gmail.com)
Respectfully,
Neil Lettenberger ’07
EBA President

alumni.oxepsilon.org

Greek Alumni Council Recognizes Theta Chi
The Greek Alumni Council awards was a
great success for the Chapter as we received two
honors. First, we won the Alumni Relations
award, which is presented to the fraternity
or sorority that has the best programming to
foster a great relationship with alumni. This
includes hosting alumni events and other
activities that welcomes alumni back to the
Chapter to stay engaged with the fraternity.
Our Chapter has exemplified the value
and excellence of a strong alumni relations
program. We organize alumni dinners every
month where the undergraduates inform
alumni about the current state of the house and
where alumni offer advice and stories about the
house in the past, as well as general life advice.
Also, this year was the 110th Anniversary of the
Chapter, which saw a large number of alumni
return to celebrate and reunite with friends.
We also have a wide variety of alumni events,

including golf, bowling, and poker. One of
the most popular events at the house is Career
Night where undergraduates are offered mock
interviews by experienced alumni and receive
resume critiques. Furthermore, we’ve had a very
successful Homecoming this past year as well as
focused events such as Theta Chi Top Chef.

results. This enabled brothers to reach out to
their mentors to help tackle difficult problems
and strive for academic achievement. Our
academic incentives motivated brothers to do
as well as possible at school so that they could
win prizes during meetings and be called out
for excellent academic standing.

The second award that Theta Chi Epsilon
received was for Educational Programming.
This award is presented to the chapter with
the best educational incentives, programs, and
results. The house has seen grades rise over the
past few years due to various initiatives. The
mentor program has been remarkably effective.
This program pairs an academically challenged
brother with a brother who is doing well within
the same major. Active mentoring throughout
the term with regular weekly check-ins to make
sure the term is going smoothly yielded positive

Overall, the chapter is highly pleased with
our performance this year. We look forward to
striving for excellence in a number of key areas
and earning further recognition from the Greek
Alumni Council and others in the coming
years.
Respectfully,
Vinay Nair ’20
Chapter Treasurer

Kitchen Fund Inspired by Ernie Cormier ’81
Ernie Cormier ’81 and Kevin Barrett ’83
were this year’s ΘX Top Chefs, returning to
the house to expertly prepare some outstanding
beef stew for the brothers and visiting alumni.
However, by participating in this wonderful
event, it was obvious that the Chapter’s pitiful
supply of residential kitchen utensils and
mismatched service items are embarrassingly
inadequate for the proud home of our
fraternity.
In response, Ernie made a generous donation
and an additional matching offer to help
replenish our kitchen with commercial-grade
utensils and service items. He offered to match
donations to The Kitchen Fund, dollar for
dollar, up to $500! In response, several alumni
made donations to the fund, inspired by Ernie’s
offer. We raised a total of $3,475 to replenish
the Theta Chi kitchen!

All proceeds will only be spent on outfitting
our kitchen. Any overage will be maintained
for future needs as they inevitably arise. The
current kitchen manager, Noah Parker ’20,
(nparker@wpi.edu), has been busy scouring
the internet for the best service items for Theta
Chi. He has assembled a working spreadsheet
to help refine our final choices for purchase this
summer.

Kitchen Fund Donor List

My sincere thanks to Ernie for making such
a thoughtful and generous offer to help our
beloved Theta Chi grow and prosper! Many
thanks also to all those who contributed to The
Kitchen Fund.
Fraternally,
Jim Melvin ’85
jmm2562@gmail.com

Anonymous
Oliver Bessette ’58
David Bresnick ’05
Ernie Cormier ’80
Tony Ferraro ’00
Neil Hagerty ’95
Chris Johnson ’04
Allen Levesque ’59
Adam Macsata ’16
Sean Maki ’94
Jim Melvin ’85
Joe Pilsbury ’99
Benjamin Polidore ’04
Jim Popp ’88
Steve Puchkoff ’79
Angelo Scangas ’80
Joe Torrey ’80

Last Call for 2018-19 Donations!
If you have not donated to the 2018-19 Epsilon Building Association Fund yet, now is your chance! To make a donation today, visit
alumni.oxepsilon.org and click “Support the Campaign.” Thanks to the 72 generous brothers listed below, we’ve raised a total of $13,461 —
placing us 90% of the way to our $15,000 goal!

2018-19 Epsilon Building Association Fund • $13,461 pledged as of May 15, 2019
James Melvin Club
($500 and up)
Anonymous
Ernest E. Cormier Jr. ’80
William A. Kerr ’60
Allen H. Levesque ’59
John J. Marczewski ’85
James M. Melvin ’85
Donald Simonds Club
($250 - $499)
Anonymous
Paul J. Landino ’76
William H. Leslie IV ’86
Edward C. Lowe III ’71
Gerald G. Melesko ’86
Marshall S. Young ’83
alumni.oxepsilon.org

Epsilon Club
($100 - $249)
James A. Alfieri ’59
Dennis Aves ’84
Ronald A. Barth ’85
Oliver E. Bessette ’58
Aaron D. Bober ’05
David S. Bresnick ’05
David M. Chute ’86
Derek W. Cygan ’93
David B. Denniston ’58
Anthony S. Ferraro ’00
Gerald R. Fredrickson ’84
Paul A. Ganchi Jr. ’00
Netesh M. Gohil ’95
Joseph A. Gugliemino ’83
Neil P. Hagerty ’95

Derek R. Hall ’09
Leigh H. Hickcox ’53
Michael J. Iassogna ’82
Christopher H. Johnson ’04
Sean D. Leary ’94
William E. Lightfoot ’65
Daniel J. Lussier ’86
Adam Macsata ’16
Sean K. Maki ’94
Daniel J. Merrikin ’93
Peter J. Mulvihill ’78
Thomas B. Newman Jr. ’64
Raymond D. Newmark ’85
Marc Nicolazzo ’93
Michael J. Perriello ’89
Stephen P. Puchkoff ’79
Daniel Rodriguez ’86

Gary C. Sawicki ’80
Angelo G. Scangas ’80
Michael C. Thorogood ’76
James H. Torrey Jr. ’80
Edward A. Valenti ’87
Richard M. Wiberg ’58
Theta Chi Club
($51 - $99)
Alan S. Belniak ’97
Wayne D. Ponik ’65
Ewen A. Ross ’94
Paul A. Sanneman ’86
Annual Alumni Dues
($50)
Alfred E. Barry ’57

Robert M. Barta II ’88
Samuel P. Bigelow ’84
Luke L. Boucher ’04
T. Roger Danielson ’58
Stephen B. Douglas ’71
Anthony V. Forester ’03
Harris C. Howland Sr. ’70
Maxwell A. Kuhns ’09
John Machonis Jr. ’63
John D. Minott ’57
Michael Narkevicius ’97
William P. Ouellette II ’92
Benjamin H. Polidore ’04
Michael J. Schwartz ’04
James M. Tolos ’61
Jonathan H. Tucker ’88
Seymour Williams III ’64

2019 Theta Chi Monthly
Dinner Schedule		

Remembering Alex Papianou ’57

Raleigh, N.C., dinner in February at Big Daddy’s Burger Bar. Ryan Rogan ’10,
Dennis Aves ’84, Matt Vessie ’86, Sam Bigelow ’84, and Brandon Otte ’14.

Brother Alex Papianou
at the 105th anniversary
of Theta Chi.

Date
June 6
July 4
August 1		
September 5
October 3
November 7
December 5

Venue/Town
Chama Grill, North Andover, Mass.
(no dinner due to holiday)
Jacks Abby, Framingman, Mass.
Tavern on the Square, Littleton, Mass.
Smokestack Urban BBQ, Worcester, Mass.
RedBones, Somerville, Mass.
HorseShoe Pub, Hudson, Mass.

Successful Bowling with
Broews Event
The annual Bowling with Broews event was a great success
this year. It was held at APEX in Marlboro, Mass., on April 27,
a perfect venue for the occasion. Pizza and bowling were free,
compliments of the Chapter, and beer/drinks were available
at the bar. Nearly 50 undergraduates and alumni came out
to enjoy some bowling with friends from across the years.
Congratulations to The Ex-Presidents for remaining undefeated
and earning some quality bragging rights for the next year. They
not only had the best three-game total pins, but also had the
high average of 160 by James Melvin ’85 and high game of 191
by Ray Durling ’87.

Visit the Theta Chi Website
Visit alumni.oxepsilon.org, the official Epsilon alumni website, to:
• Learn more about the Chapter
• Search for alumni
• Update your address, phone number, and e-mail address
• Find out about upcoming events
• Post noteworthy accomplishments (a new baby, a recent
marriage, a recent promotion, etc.)
• Support the Epsilon Building Association Fund

Left to right: Brother Norm Taupeka ’58,
Barbara and Brother Allen Levesque ’59, and
Brother Alex Papianou ’57.

Brother Alex Papianou ’57 was a truly remarkable champion
of Theta Chi Epsilon as well as WPI. His achievements both to his
fraternity and alma matter are immense and if it wasn’t for him
back in the 1950s, Theta Chi might not still be standing today.
His contributions, whether it be to house academics, on-campus
involvement, or his complete immersion in the ideal of lending a
helping hand at all times, make him one of the greatest brothers the
Epsilon Chapter was privileged to have. Brother Papianou was the
resolute man and will be immortalized as a role model for the future
generations of brothers to come.
Brother Papianou was instrumental in changing the culture within
the house during the tail end of the 1950s. Incoming brothers
were G.I. Joes and war veterans from the Korean War, and Brother
Papianou knew exactly how to foster the spirit of brotherhood and
unite men from all walks of life to come together and become Theta
Chi. He was considered everyone’s big brother due to his helpful
nature in assisting brothers with their academics, even if he hadn’t
taken the class, or supporting all the various Theta Chi sports teams
at every event. He also led the house to win the Pi Delta Epsilon
Songfest twice with his favorite tune of “Dream Girl of Theta Chi.”
Brother Papianou was a highly active and engaged alumni member,
both for WPI and for Theta Chi. He would frequently attend
monthly alumni dinners and share entertaining stories about his time
at the house. Brother Papianou also once wrote to the Echo, the Rattle,
and the Worcester Magazine to help raise money for Brother Alfie ’59,
who was running a marathon for leukemia. Brother Papianou did this
all on his own accord and it was selfless and caring acts like this that
truly make him a brother who will forever be cherished.

Nominations Open for Alumni Award for
Outstanding Achievement
If you know a brother who has been successful in their field
or personally, or has produced outstanding work or achieved
remarkable success, nominate him to be recognized for his
accomplishments! Send nominations for the Alumni Award
for Outstanding Achievement to Michael Connor ’21 at

maconnorrecio@wpi.edu. This special award will be presented at
this year’s Homecoming on October 5, immediately after dinner at
the house. Let’s recognize excellence among our fellow Theta Chi
alumni!

alumni.oxepsilon.org

Theta Chi
Worcester Polytechnic Institute #1193
PO Box 2187
Columbus, GA 31902-2187
Address Service Requested

Help us keep our alumni records up-to-date!
Clip this form, place it in a stamped
envelope and send to:
Theta Chi
Worcester Polytechnic Institute #1193
PO Box 2187
Columbus, GA 31902-2187
Name_______________________________
Graduation Year______________________
Address_____________________________
___________________________________
City/State/Zip________________________
Phone ______________________________
E-mail_______________________________

Connect with Us on Social Media

f
f

Epsilon Active Chapter Facebook
www.facebook.com/thetachiwpi

Epsilon Chapter Alumni
Association Facebook
www.facebook.com/ThetaChiEpsilonAlumni

State of the Chapter
My Fellow Brothers,
It prides me to report that Epsilon
Chapter has enjoyed a successful C
and D term to close out the school
year. It has been a wonderful year and
I want to thank all brothers, actives,
and alumni who helped prove that this
house truly is a top-notch fraternity
at WPI.
In C term, we initiated 20 pledges
into our Chapter. This pledge class
exhibits large amounts of potential and
I would not be surprised to see some
of them running for high-up house
positions during their sophomore year.
It is a very strong class and I would
like to extend a big thank-you to our
rush chairmen who made it all happen,
Stephan Barthold ’19 and Talon
Boie ’19.
More recently, in D term,
WPI presented the annual Greek
Recognition Awards to the chapters
that exceeded the standard in various
areas. Epsilon Chapter won two
awards for efforts conducted during
the 2018-19 school year. I would like
to recognize our previous scholarship
chairman, Jordan Pickunka ’20, for
helping us win the Best Academic

Program award as he restructured the
academic help program within the
house for brothers that are struggling
with classes. I would also like to
recognize Kevin Sifuentes ’20 for
helping us win the Most Involved
Alumni Relations award thanks to his
terrific planning and execution as the
previous alumni relations chairman.
Kevin was able to revitalize the house’s
alumni relations program by putting
on several successful events and getting
alumni more involved overall. Nice
work, guys.
As I write this piece the house is
currently overflowing with a mixture of
excitement, anxiousness, and anticipation
for beach party, finals, senior week, and
finally, graduation. A fantastic group of
seniors will be leaving us at the end of the
year and they will be greatly missed. They
truly do add levels of entertainment and
close-knit brotherhood, which has created
memories that we will all cherish for years
to come. We wish them luck as they begin
this new chapter of their lives and hope
that they remain active and
engaged alumni.
Fraternally,
Daniel Patrick Pelaez ’20
Epsilon Chapter President

Instagram
www.instagram.com/thetachiwpi

l

Twitter
twitter.com/ThetaChiWPI

Theta Chi Welcomes
20 New Brothers!

Aaron Andrade - Rehoboth, Mass.
Evan Andrzejewski - Leominster, Mass.
Ardavasd Ardhaldjian - Yerevan, Armenia
Rob Blythe - Georgetown, Mass.
Joe Calcasola - Somers, Conn.
Nick Gardener - Hooksett, N.H.
Devin Guerrera - Tiverton, R.I.
Nathan Kumar - Nashua, N.H.
Zach Le - Portland, Maine
Bryan Lima - Danbury, Conn.
Connor Melone - Merrimac, Mass.
Brian Pacheco - Methuen, Mass.
Ty Riviere - Hooksett, N.H.
John Sirois - Middletown, R.I.
Peter Springer - Danville, N.H.
Richard Steinberg - Smithtown, N.Y.
Marshall Watts - Burlington, Conn.
River Yan - Newton, Mass.
Mazen Yatim - Southborough, Mass.
Jacob Yurcak - Amherst, N.H.

