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Alumni Weekend is Back
Ken Lombard ’99, GUCAC Secretary (630.771.1816 or buoxalumni@gmail.com)

When you read the headline above, you’re probably thinking to yourself: “Did it ever leave?”
Well, in a way it did. For the past several years, ever since Bradley pushed Homecoming to
the Fall instead of mid-February (might have had something to do with alumni not wanting
to drive through Central Illinois blizzards), our alumni weekend was intertwined with Bradley’s
Homecoming festivities. Since then, Bradley has planned every Homecoming Weekend to the
last weekend in October—which is usually Halloween Weekend. Over the years, we have
Ken Lombard ’99
heard many complaints from alumni that this weekend is usually reserved for family events
or unrelated social events. So, when the board met a while back, we decided that it was more important to pick
a date when our alumni could come down and visit the chapter than it was to abide by the status quo.
So, for YOU—our alumnus brother, we have moved Alumni Weekend to Friday, October 20th through Sunday,
October 22nd. Festivities will start on Friday night with an alumni social event at Jimmy’s Bar on Farmington
Road. On Saturday, take the morning and afternoon to check out the changes on campus or in town (or get some
much-needed sleep), then head over to the chapter house. An open house will begin around 1pm and at 3pm
we will have a quick GUCAC meeting—all alumni are invited AND ENCOURAGED to attend. This will be
your chance to get caught up on all of the chapter’s business, as well as lend your opinion on chapter and alumni
business. After the meeting we’ll have a reception, which will be followed by a casual dinner at the chapter house.
When dinner is over, feel free to kick back at the house and get in on some billiards, or join a poker game or two.
Sunday morning is completely open—so you can leave town on your own schedule. Feel free to commandeer the
house kitchen and show those undergrads how the cooking was done “in my day.”
All in all, it will be a great time to reminisce with fellow pledge brothers and alumni and get to meet the
undergrads. Despite the many changes that have occurred and the challenges that our chapter has faced over
the last ten years, it is great to know—and even better to experience first hand—that Gamma Upsilon still has
a solid presence on Bradley’s campus. We hope you will find time to join us, and we look forward to seeing you.

Bradley University Homecoming Schedule
Saturday, October 28
 Tippet Memorial 5K Run, 8:30am, Michel Student Center

Friday, October 27
 Theta Chi Golden Guard Luncheon, Noon,
Lariat Steakhouse
John Johnson (309.589.8577 or bigjohnpeo@aol.com)


Bradley 50+ Club Reception, 4:00pm, Michel Student
Center Ballroom



IFC/PHC Greek Games, 10:00am, Meinen Field



Theta Chi Open House, 2:00pm, 1308 W. Fredonia Ave.
(309-672-5851 or thetachi@bradley.edu)

(800.952.8258 or alumnirelations@alum.bradley.edu)



Homecoming Parade, 5:30pm, Campus to Shea Stadium



Chili Supper, 5:00pm, Robertson Memorial Fieldhouse





BU Mens Basketball, 6:30pm, Robertson Memorial
Scrimmage Fieldhouse

BU Mens Soccer v. Creighton University, 7:00pm,
Shea Stadium

Undergraduate Website: www.buox.org

Sunday, October 29
 Gospel Brunch, 10:00am, Michel Student Center Ballroom
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10 Men in Formal Recruitment
Ken Lombard ’99, GUCAC Secretary (630.771.1816 or buoxalumni@gmail.com)

It looks like that hard work is paying off. After several years of frustrating results in formal recruitment, the
Gamma Upsilon chapter was able to finally translate their hard work into results—10 men were recruited during
the formal recruitment process. Spirits are said to be high and the chapter reports that they still have several
potential new members that they are looking at informally.
Matthew Delehanty, Byron, IL—CE/Construction

Jim Kirchhoff, Morris, IL—Engineering

Tyler Gilmour, Keithsburg, IL—AEP/Industrial Engineering

David Stared, Chesterton, IN—Engineering

Josh Rickard, Byron, IL—Actuarial Science

Ben Blomberg, Freeport, IL—Physics

Andrew Geraci, Blue Island, IL—Business Management

Christopher Nosal, Climax, PA—Finance

Jonathan Thomal, Ste. Genevieve, MO—Business Management

Carson Cornelius, West Virginia—Psychology

This year, Formal Recruitment for the men was split between two weekends. The first weekend, first round was
run on Saturday and Sunday. For the past 10 to 15 years, for first round each recruit (or rushee) was pretty much
on his own and charged with visiting every chapter house in 2 or 3 days. This changed this year with the return
of recruitment groups for first round. This should alleviate the headaches caused to smaller chapters due to the
unpredictable arrival of recruits. After first round, chapters send out bids to those recruits they want to see again.
The recruits in turn select about 5 chapters among the chapters that offered bids to them. Second round is the
following Friday and employs a similar group system where recruits are grouped together and visit the chapters
for a set period of time. Third round is the Saturday after second round. Recruits now select up to 3 chapters
who have bid them back. After this round, the recruits must decide which chapter they would like to join, if any.
During all rounds, recruitment counselors from other chapters (who are to remain unaffiliated during formal
recruitment) will walk around and monitor chapters to make sure they are following the rules of recruitment.
Some of these rules prohibit the mentioning of other chapters on campus by name, interacting with potential
recruits outside of the formal recruitment setting, and using alcohol or drugs as a recruitment tool. Over the
years, the general movement has been a tightening of the rules—although some rules that proved to be damaging
to the male Greek system as a whole have been rescinded.
Following third round on Saturday is the newer tradition of a bid ceremony on Sunday. This ceremony has
replaced the “Calling Out” tradition of years’ past. The ceremony is generally held later in the day, as opposed
to morning, and it is held indoors,
as opposed to the Quad.
All in all, we’re sure this is a big
change from what most of you
experienced. One thing that hasn’t
changed, thankfully, is the presence
of Theta Chi Fraternity on Bradley’s
campus. Despite all the changes that
have happened around them, the
chapter, unlike other chapters on
campus, has persevered and continues
to grow to this day. Although we as
alumni may consider our stories of
rushing and pledge life to be more,
shall we say, “colorful”—we still
all share the common bond that
is membership in the very select
group of Theta Chi’s at Gamma
Upsilon Chapter.

Undergraduate Website: www.buox.org
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Renewal of Faith in Theta Chi
By Sean Don Carlos ’03, Chapter Advisor (618.977.3244 or sdc@yaleenforcement.com)

I was fortunately able to travel to Norwich University in Vermont for the occasion of the 150th Anniversary
Convention this June. I was joined by two undergraduate brothers, James Fuerst and Ryan Moylan, as well
as our alumni corporation president, Bob Carroll ’88. Being able to see first-hand the historic connections
between Norwich and Theta Chi, to see the Old South Barracks monument in person, and to participate in
several memorable ceremonies has provided a “renewal of faith” in Theta Chi for me. I’m sure Brothers Fuerst,
Moylan, and Carroll would agree.
At the Convention, the Gamma Upsilon chapter received six Chapter Excellence Awards in recognition of
its performance during the 2005-2006 academic year, an increase of three over the previous year. The chapter
received recognition for Alumni Programming, Campus Involvement, Chapter Finances, The Helping Hand
(Philanthropy), Internet Technologies, and the Ritual.
The chapter also achieved the nearly-impossible feat of further improving their collective GPA, advancing from
3.06 to 3.11, which easily placed Theta Chi first among men’s fraternities and cleared the All Men’s Average
of 3.02 by a healthy margin. Nine of fifteen members held a GPA above 3.00, and special mention is due
Brother Anthony Deddo, who led the chapter with a perfect 4.00 GPA last semester.
The undergraduates are actively meeting the challenges of both formal and informal recruitment this year with
enthusiasm. While this article was written too early in the academic year to report any results, the chapter appears
to be headed in the right direction in recruitment. In an effort to further improve their recruitment program,
the chapter sent a representative to a recruitment workshop held August 19 at Purdue University to receive feedback
and comments from other Theta Chi brothers in the region. Another new innovation being tried this year is a
team-based approach to recruitment, as opposed to the individual-oriented approach used in previous years.
As a final note, if any of you are in need of your own “renewal of faith” in Theta Chi, I urge you to consider
attending the chapter’s Initiation ceremonies, usually held once a semester. I had the privilege of attending the
Spring 2006 Initiation along with four of my alumnus brothers. All five of us can vouch for the fact that despite
the extended period of low membership, the chapter has maintained the Gamma Upsilon tradition of excellence
in Ritual and is more than capable of conducting a powerful and dignified Ritual. In addition to providing you
with the opportunity to re-experience our Ritual and the bonds of Brotherhood, your presence at chapter Ritual
events reinforces the vital concept of “Theta Chi for Life” to our undergraduate and newly-initiated members.

Gamma Upsilon Chapter 2006

Undergraduate Website: www.buox.org
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The Ever-Changing Chapter
Patrick Carmody, ’01, Director of Fundraising, GUCAC, (630.276.8248, carmody56@yahoo.com)

So much has been changing with both the undergraduate chapter and the alumni corporation in past months!
The chapter has made great strides in many areas and we as alumni have experienced continued success with
our annual fundraising campaign.
DID YOU KNOW...






The Chapter has been meeting recruitment goals and the house is full capacity this semester!
The undergrads are consistently in the top 3 houses for grades, finishing first overall twice last year.
All repairs that were needed to bring the house up to snuff have been completed, including a major roof
repair, chimney repair & tuck pointing, new soffit & fascia, new furniture for the whole house and more.
We should not have to do any major repairs to the house in the next few years.
A complete renovation project has been planned for the chapter house in 2010 to increase capacity, update
the HVAC system, and remodel the entire structure, paying special attention to the kitchen and bathroom.
This is to keep pace with other fraternities updating their structures or building new chapter houses.

To fund this $350,000 renovation, we will need $100,000 in initial capital (we are almost 50% of the way to
our goal) and guaranteed yearly income from alumni donations to pay back the loan. Our annual giving campaign
is our way of encouraging alumnus brothers to each give a small amount ($100–$250) each year to ensure that we
will have the income necessary to pay the payments on this loan (donations given between now and 2010 will be
saved in our investment account and used as part of the initial capital).
We are over 30% of the way to our goal of $10,000 in annual donations. If we get a total of 100 members to
contribute $100 per year (a small amount) by 2010, we will be able to secure the loan and completely renovate the
chapter house…something that needs to be done to stay competitive on campus!
I am asking each of you to please donate whatever you can (no matter how much or little) to the chapter to
ensure the alumni corporation can produce a budget and finance these projects. Please fill out the donation form
included in this newsletter and send it to me with your check made out to GUCAC. I assure you this money will
be immediately put into our investment account and go toward the capital improvement fund. I will be in contact
with you periodically to give you updates about the project and our fund raising goals.
If you have any questions about how this money is being invested or you want more details on the campaign and
proposed projects, please call me any time!

THETA CHI/GAMMA UPSILON CHAPTER ANNUAL CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

Check one of the following:



Standard Annual Gift ($100)



Deluxe Annual Gift ($200)



Accelerated Annual Gift I ($250)



Premium Annual Gift ($300)

Telephone Number



Accelerated Annual Gift II ($500)

E-mail Address



Capital Gift ($



Other

Name
Initiation Year

Graduation Year

Address

Here is what is new with me

($2,500 over 25 years)
($5,000 over 25 years)
($2,500 over 10 years)
($7,500 over 25 years)
($2,500 over 5 years)

)

(one time only)

Please make check payable to:
Gamma Upsilon Chapter Alumni
Corporation (or GUCAC)
Return to: PAT CARMODY ’01
2100 Gallant Fox Circle
Montgomery, IL 60538

Undergraduate Website: www.buox.org
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That’s How I See It…
Alex Wolf ’85, GUCAC Vice President (847.797.6692 or closer25@aol.com)

The undergrads have made it known that they would like to go to a one-per-room housing layout. The Alumni
Board has gone along with this plan. There are several reasons we think this is the future of Gamma Upsilon at
Bradley. First, with the banning of alcohol at the chapter house we needed something to give us direction. I believe
the direction is a better living situation, including a new room layout. This idea has come from the undergraduates
and they are the best poll of current students we have. Second, the tuition has been escalating at Bradley since my
graduation a long time ago in 1985. The increase in room rent compared to the cost of Bradley is minimal and the
benefit is great. You get your own room. Need I say more? Third, I have heard a rumor Sigma Chi sold their old
place to the University for over a million and are planning to build a new house on or near Fredonia with some
of the cash. This will raise the living standard for all the houses on Fredonia. There has already been quite a bit
of rebuilding going on. We need to up the ante as well.
The Alumni Board has taken the opinion that we can just as easily collect the house rent divided by two per room
as one per room. It will just be more per person. Right now, the Chapter is going to make the bold marketing move
to increase the cost with your own room. The undergrads and the alumni are ready to go with this during fall
membership drive (rush for us old guys). One of the best things about this plan is that with 15 actives (check my math
on this one) currently at Theta Chi—WE HAVE A FULL HOUSE! How long has it been since anyone said that?
Remember—the actives have been working hard and increasing members all along. They have been doing a great
job running the chapter and recruiting new members sometimes with less than eight total actives. Many of us can
remember working long hours to cover all the bases. We all owe a debt of gratitude to them. With a full house we can
now say join Theta Chi and you may live outside the chapter house if you want. It also opens up opportunities for offcampus representation. There are many of you who have great memories of the apartments and off-campus houses.
It would be great to hear from you about the name of the place and some of the best stories for the next Manifesto.
The new room plan also brings into focus the completion of the rack room. Sad to say, but yes the rack room
has been a exercise/entertainment area for a few years now. You will be glad to hear there is still no heat so when
it’s 0°F outside its 10°F in the rack room. (Bet that brought back some memories.) The plan is to section the rack
into rooms and heat it. We also are checking into air conditioning. We would like to plan the remodeling to be
finished in three years. The Alumni Board has checked into the financing situation. We can’t get a home equity
loan on the house. It is not ours. (This is a long story for later). The University won’t lend us the money in any
easy way. There are ways for us to get a loan. So far we have learned that the best thing we can have is a yearly
roster of donors to the Chapter. Pat has stepped up to the plate and begun an annual campaign that we have been
calling the Annual Campaign. (See Pat’s article on page 3 of this issue.) What we are asking is for all brothers to
sign up to be a yearly donor of $100. You don’t even have to send the Annual Campaign the entire amount every
year. Send what you can. For those who have already joined: thanks!
The way it looks now, there will be a self-sustaining checking account for rent and house expenditures that will
have to break even. For funds collected for the Annual Campaign, we will be opening an account for the purpose
of funding the construction. We will be keeping track of the total and will put that in each issue of the Manifesto.
This fund will pay for part of the project and we will be borrowing the balance. The details have not been worked
out yet. We are looking for your input. Anyone who would like to donate directly to the actives budget can do
that as well.
Recruitment is still the lifeblood of the Chapter. With the full house and the work of the actives we are looking
forward to a great semester. There are plans for formal rush and plans to follow up with informal rush. The Board
has met at the Chapter House with the actives to discuss rush and has set incentives for initiating new members
and the actives are ready to go. God speed to all, and for those who need a dime : P.O. Box 1820, Arlington
Heights Illinois 60006.
Of course, Alex’s views do not necessarily reflect the views of management, the international fraternity,
or anyone who graduated in the 1980s.

Undergraduate Website: www.buox.org
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Gamma Upsilon Alumni Corporation Presents
Citations of Honor to Brothers Wolf and Hlavna
Bob Carroll ’88, GUCAC President, (708.720.2397 or woocarroll@aol.com)

During a retreat hosted by the alumni corporation for the undergraduate chapter on
Saturday, April 29, 2006, Brother Alexander W. Wolf ’85 was presented with the
Citation of Honor of Theta Chi Fraternity. Since the fall of 2002, when Alex was personally
approached about serving as a member of the board of directors of the Gamma Upsilon
Alumni Corporation, he has served the chapter and the Fraternity admirably. Alex was
elected Vice-President in 2003, re-elected in 2005, and serves as agent of business and legal
advisor for the board. His responsibilities include organizing all alumni social events,
coordinating alumni participation in the chapter’s fall workweek, filing our annual report
with the State of Illinois, and recruiting participation in our annual fundraising campaign.

Bob Carroll ’88

Despite raising a teenage son as a single dad, Brother Wolf contributed half the cost of room and board ($300
per month) to allow an undergraduate brother to move into the chapter house, serve as an executive board officer,
and experience chapter life as a resident for the 2004-5 and 2005-6 academic years. For that support such as that,
Alex was named a 2004 recipient of the Hunziker-McClintick Alumnus-of-the-Year Award by the Gamma Upsilon
chapter. Alex has also spent part of the workweeks of both of those years with the chapter to help it prepare for
fall formal recruitment and the new school year.
At that retreat, Alex also received his Silver Legion marking twenty-five years of membership in the Fraternity.
Brother Robert J. Hlavna ’87 was named a recipient of the Citation of Honor at the Fifth Annual Summer Family
Picnic on July 29, 2006. For the past four years, Bob has volunteered his services as publisher of the Manifesto,
the alumni newsletter of the Gamma Upsilon Alumni Corporation. He creates the masthead for the newsletters,
receives all articles and photographs from our secretary and editor Ken Lombard ’99, and then lays out the content
into a newsletter format, which is slightly more complex than creating a pdf document. Bob is diligent in his duties,
works around the schedules of other brothers such as Ken, and revises the working draft after the president and
secretary sign-off on it; his services have greatly streamlined our efficiency of newsletter production and substantially
reduced our costs. Bob has also created the masthead for the alumni corporation and chapter stationery.

Theta Chi Fraternity, Gamma Upsilon Chapter Annual Campaign Donor List
Keith Bane ’61
Patrick Carmody ’01
Robert Carroll ’88
Geoffrey Dixon ’95
Greg Fletcher ’70
Bud Forrest ’60
Ken Hollman ’54
Tom Howard ’05
John Johnson ’53
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John Lynch ’86
Michael Mueller ’70
John Muskara ’85
Dru Neikirk ’88
Bob O’Farrell ’54
Mike O’Neill ’82
Orville Pelletier ’54
Lester Podgorny ’54
David Ross ’63
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Michael Scheve ’02
Craig Sjurset ’73
Thomas Storey ’49
David Tauer ’61
Dwain Weese ’59
Arno Wehr ’62
Merrill York ’68
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Financial Report
Mike Scheve ’02, GUCAC Treasurer (309.453.4705 or mscheve02@yahoo.com)

GUCAC Finances
Greetings Brothers! I hope this issue of the Manifesto finds you doing well. I just wanted to write a short update
to bring you up to speed on the alumni corporation finances.
This year we are once again operating on a deficit budget. In order to keep afloat, we withdrew $10,000 from the
investment account to cover significant repairs to the chapter house this summer. These are detailed in my article
about the chapter house. Luckily, these repairs came in $4,000 under budget.
Our other largest expense is for property insurance. This year the property was assessed, and the replacement
value went up significantly. This caused the insurance premium also to rise to about $3,900.
The other expenses that the alumni corporation sees are for mailings such as the Manifesto, and for social events,
such as the Summer Picnic and Alumni Weekend. This year, a new event was tried; a Superbowl party. Although
we have not had Alumni Weekend yet, on both events that already happened this year, the alumni corporation
sustained a loss. Attendance at these events did not generate enough money to break even. This cripples the
Corporation’s ability to hold further social events and removes funds that would have been spent improving
the chapter house facility.
I am proud to report that our main source of income, rent from the chapter, has been paid in full and on time for the
two years that I have been Treasurer. Snaps go to the chapter’s Treasurers for making sure all the bills are being paid.
Detailed financial reports are available that show all revenues and expenses. Feel free to contact me to request a
copy, at mscheve02@yahoo.com or call me at 309.453.4705.

Chapter House Update
This summer, over $18,000 was invested into the chapter house for repairs, making sure our facility is well
maintained and one of the best on campus. These repairs include a new roof, fascia replacement, exterior paint,
and new flags for the flagpole.
All of the major repairs were contracted through Tom McClintick and Sons. Tom McClintick ’52 and his son
Tim acted as General Contractors, ensuring the best work was performed at the best prices available. They got
the roof replaced with a new 30-year roof, removing two layers of old shingles and putting down a fresh layer of
shingles. They replaced rotting wood fascia and siding with aluminum. Thanks to a generous paint donation from
Eric Petersen ’96, the chapter house exterior was professionally painted. We also replaced some aged flags on
the Hunziker-McClintick flagpole in front of the chapter house.
At this point in time, the chapter house is in a good state of repair, and we don’t see any immediate repair needs.
This is a welcome sign, because now we can save the corporation’s money for future repairs and renovations.
Our chapter house is still one of the nicest and most well-maintained chapter houses on campus. But this has
not been an easy task. The assistance of many brothers goes into ensuring that Theta Chi’s house stays on top.
With all the other chapters on campus pouring money into full-scale renovations, the helping hand from our
alumnus brothers becomes even more and more critical. Please read the article by Pat Carmody ’01 on the annual
and capital campaign drives. These efforts are critical to keeping Theta Chi the #1 fraternity on Bradley’s campus.

Undergraduate Website: www.buox.org
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Brothers Lubkeman and Woerner Looking
for Fellow Members of the Class of 1956
Bob Carroll ’88, GUCAC President, (708.720.2397 or woocarroll@aol.com)

Brothers Bob Lubkeman ’56 and Carl “Moose” Woerner ’56 are currently searching for and contacting
fellow Theta Chi’s and members of the Bradley graduating class of 1956 for its 50th Anniversary Reunion
at Homecoming on October 27–28, 2006. They would like to have all the living members of their class back
to Bradley for that special weekend.
Beside the events offered by Bradley University’s Office of Alumni Relations, Homecoming will feature two
exclusively Theta Chi events. For more information about the Bradley Homecoming events, please contact Gail
Reynolds in the Office of Alumni Relations (309.677.2247 or gail@bradley.edu).
The first event is the Fourth Annual Golden Guard Luncheon, to be held at noon on Friday, October 27 at
Lariat Steakhouse in Peoria; this is the fourth consecutive year that Woodcutters has hosted this event and the
fourth consecutive year it has been organized by John Johnson ’53. Brother Johnson enjoys reading emails and
letters at the luncheon and sharing photographs of those brothers who are unable to attend, so if you cannot
be physically present at the event, you can still be there in spirit. You may reach John to register for the event
(6901 N. Galena Road #420/Peoria, IL 61614 or 309.589.8577 or bigjohnpeo@lhvpeoria.org). Even if you
do not register in advance, you are still welcome to attend the luncheon.
The second event is an Open House for all interested alumni brothers, including those of the Class of 1956,
at our Gamma Upsilon chapter house at 1308 W. Fredonia Avenue from 2:00 PM until 4:00 PM on Saturday,
October 28. The reception will feature non-alcoholic beverages, light snacks, the opportunity to meet the current
members of the undergraduate chapter, and the chance to see what $60,000 in improvements over the past four
years has done for the structure. There is no need to pre-register; simply stop by when your schedule permits
during that time frame to tour the facility and meet the undergraduates. Because the busy schedule for this
weekend includes Greek Week events, the Greek Games, and the Homecoming Parade, all of in which the
chapter is participating, we ask that you understand that if you visit the house at other times, undergraduate
members may not be present to let you inside and provide you a tour.
To avoid Bob and Moose showing up at your doorstep to express their personal displeasure for you failing
to attend this weekend of memories, try contacting them first:
Bob Lubkeman (42826 N. Sheridan Oaks Drive/Antioch, IL 60002 or 847.395.2247); and
Carl Woerner (911 W. Woods Street/McHenry, IL 60050 or 815.385.3797).

