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Ten Years of Chapter Excellence:
Iowa Delta Awarded Golden “Buc Cup”

Iowa Delta was honored for ten consecutive years of chapter
excellence at the 52nd Grand Chapter Conclave in Phoenix, Arizona.
In front of tumultuous applause from the crowd, Ryan Price ‘13
gladly accepted the Golden Buchanan Cup for every brother of the
past decade.
“It’s an honor to be the first to hold the Golden Buc Cup,” stated
Price. “It is a symbol of the hard work and dedication we have put in
for so long at Iowa Delta.”
On opening night of the SigEp Conclave 2011, the Buchanan
Cups are awarded to the chapters that have shown excellence in
philanthropy, athletics, manpower, innovation, academics and
upholding the ideals of the fraternity. “Buc Cups” are extremely
prestigious and rare, with only a small percent being honored at each
Conclave. When Buchanan Cups are won during five consecutive
Iowa Delta brothers accept the Golden Buchanan Cup at
Conclave events, a chapter is awarded the “Golden Buc Cup,”
the 52nd Grand Chapter Conclave.
signifying excellence throughout an extended period of time. Iowa
Delta became only the 23rd chapter out of 240 to have ever received in every area of operations and further the Grand Chapter’s
strategic plan qualify for this high honor.
the Golden Buchanan Cup.
The Buchanan Outstanding Chapter Award, named in honor of
two-time Grand President and Grand Treasurer Edwin Buchanan, is
indicative of the highest level of undergraduate achievement in the
Fraternity. The “Buc Cup” recognizes the most outstanding Sigma Phi
Epsilon chapters. Chapters are measured against the accomplishments
of peers at campuses across the country. Only the chapters that excel

In addition to accepting the Golden Buchanan Cup,
Price was selected to be on the Alumni Nominating
Committee. This committee had members from twelve
of the most affluent chapters across the country to help
elect the national board of directors as well as new Grand
Chapter President.

Rush Recommendations
Do you know of an outstanding young man who would
make a great member of the Sigma Phi Epsilon fraternity?
Alumni, parents and friends are encouraged to submit
rush recommendations to Shawn Blakeman ‘12, VP of
Recruitment, at shawn.blakeman@drake.edu.
2011 Iowa Delta Chapter
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Top Notch Recruitment Continues:
Iowa Delta Welcomes 31 New Brothers

President
Ryan Price ‘13
ryan.price@drake.edu
V.P. of Programming
Nick Capellupo ‘13
john.capellupo@drake.edu
V.P. of Finance
Tony Milas ‘12
anthony.milas@drake.edu
V.P. of Member Development
Peter Elliott ‘13
peter.elliott@drake.edu
V.P. of Recruitment
Shawn Blakeman ‘12
shawn.blakeman@drake.edu
V.P. of Communications
Matt Smith ‘12
matthew.smith@drake.edu

Iowa Delta’s 31 new members.

V.P. of Residential
Learning Community
Adam Palmer ‘12
adam.palmer@drake.edu

As any fraternity knows, recruitment is the lifeblood of a chapter. The ability to bring in new
members to continue the traditions and history is what keeps the fraternal movement strong.
Iowa Delta focuses on that each year and made a point to maintain the legacy of academics,
community and fraternity in this year’s recruitment efforts.

Chaplain
Ryne Nietert ‘13
ryne.nietert@drake.edu
Communication support and
assistance provided by:
OmegaFi
800.276.6342
omegafi.com

Shawn Blakeman ‘12, Iowa Delta’s Vice President of Recruitment, focused on finding the
best men on Drake’s campus. Iowa Delta alumni can have confidence that these 30 men will
expand the power of SigEp on campus and continue to make all alumni proud.
Austin Arnold
Drew Bloom
Jack Carney
Riley Coy
Chris Fairbank
Bryan Febel

Ethan Gascho
Grey Giovanine
Drew Harkins
Max Johnson
Jessin Joseph
Chris Kottenstette

Taylor Kratoville
Scott Loy
Wes Lyons
Jeff Marschke
Kyle McNett
Keegan Mechels

Patrick Moarn
Scott Morrett
John Nicholson
Michael Peterson
Dan Pfeifle
Luke Polka

Scott Reeve
Mark Reiter
Michael Robbins
Adam Smith
Braeden Stanley
Chris Wahl

Two Trips of a Lifetime:

Ryan Price ‘13 Searches for Ways to Give Back
Some go to Greece to see the Acropolis,
Athens, the beautiful islands, or to enjoy
the sandy beaches. Ryan Price ‘13 took his
trip with a different purpose. Price was a
recipient of the Tragos Quest to Greece, a
10-day journey through ancient Greece in
search of Sigma Phi Epsilon’s foundations.
Price traveled with fifteen other SigEp
undergraduates that were award recipients of
the trip endowed by Bill Tragos (Washington
University in St. Louis ‘56) and his wife,
Lilli. The Tragos endowment allows for
the continued emphasis on classic Greek
philosophy, centered on the Balanced Man

Ideal of developing a Sound Mind and
Sound Body. Of the 200 applicants, Price
was selected for his academic standing,
on- and off-campus leadership qualities, and
chapter involvement.
A year, or even a decade, with one lifechanging trip can transform someone’s
perspective on life, but Price’s hard work
paid off. He got a second trip this year. Price
was selected to participate in the Student
Freedom Ride and recreate the 1961 bus trip
through the South that historians credit as a
turning point in the Civil Rights movement.
Thirty-nine students were selected
www.sigepdrake.org

Price and other SigEps on the Tragos
Quest to Greece.

based on essays, commitment
to civic engagement and
extracurricular activities. One
of the primary reasons Price, a
rhetoric-communications and
broadcast news double major,
continued on page 4

Chapter Rallies Around Cancer Stricken Brother
Recognized at Conclave with Honor of Philias Award

joined SigEp one month prior to getting his
cancer diagnosis, but he was provided with
a level of support that he could never have
expected.

Iowa Delta brothers accept the Honor of
Philias award.

Making the transition from high school
to college can be difficult for even the best
student. When you are from Kenya and
8,500 miles from home, that transition is
exponentially more difficult. When you are
told you have lymphoma cancer shortly into
your college career, it must feel like the
walls are caving in on you.
This is what Shiv Morjaria ‘14 endured
during his first year of school. Some would
have taken the semester off and focused on
their medical treatments. Others may have
isolated themselves as they were scared of
what would happen to them. Morjaria did
neither and took the disease and his studies
head on. Along the way to help him were his
new brothers from SigEp. Morjaria had just

“My brothers did more for me than I could
have ever imagined,” said Morjaria. “They
drove me to my chemotherapy treatments,
shaved their heads in solidarity to help raise
money for cancer research, and even offered
to pay for my mother to fly to Des Moines.
My mom ended up paying for her own ticket,
but the Fraternity helped defray some of
my medical bills instead. Words don’t even
convey how grateful I am.”
Even while battling cancer, Morjaria
earned a 4.0 GPA as an Actuarial Sciences
major, in a semester with 18 credit hours
while he working two jobs. “His focus and
dedication are so impressive,” Vice President
of Programming Nick Capellupo ‘13 stated.
“It’s made all of us work harder simply
because we all knew that we didn’t have it as
bad as Shiv.”
In addition to winning the Golden Buchanan
Cup, the brothers of Iowa Delta received the
Honor of Philias award this year at Conclave
for their support of their brother Shiv. The
Honor of Philias is awarded every two years
to chapters and/or individuals for recognition
of an outstanding display of the Fraternity’s
cardinal principle, Brotherly Love.

Alumni Board
President
Gary D. Ordway ‘64
Treasurer
Rod Rhoads ‘57
Chapter Counselor
Dr. Ryan McClellan, PharmD.
Secretary
William B. Crawford ‘63
Faculty Fellow
Dr. Debra Bishop, Ph.D.
Resident Scholar
Danny Hayward ‘11

The Honor of Philias award was
created in 1989 by Past Grand
President, Recipient of the Order
of the Golden Heart, and Lifetime
Trustee of the Educational
Foundation Jack Wheeler,
University of North Texas ‘61,
and his wife, Kate. Recipients of
the award apply for a grant from
the Honor of Philias Endowment
provided by Brother Wheeler
from the Educational Foundation,
with the stipulation that it be
used to continue the work being
recognized. In addition to the
grant funding, recipients receive
a replica of the Honor of Philias
award on permanent display at
Zollinger House.

“Just when things looked bleakest, we started getting bits and pieces of stories of support Shiv was receiving,
not only from his immediate friends of Kenyan origin, but from his other fellow students, some of them who had
known him for less than two months as he began his battle with his illness. The support grew everyday as more
and more of his fellow students rallied around him. His friends, fellow students and the Fraternity were doing
more than we could have ourselves and the level of concern was more at the University than it would have been
here in Kenya where he has lived all his life. All this time we thought that people living in developed countries
were too engrossed in their own lives to actually have the time and energy to care, especially for a new student
from a third-world country like ours. How wrong we were. My wife and I no longer feel apprehensive about
Shiv and his battle with his ailment. We know he is in best hands, both medically and emotionally. Take a bow
gentlemen, because your deeds have earned you the right to do so.”
								-A letter to the chapter from Shiv’s father
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Two Trips of a Lifetime
continued from page 2

was selected for the Student Freedom Ride
was his passion and civic engagement in
his role as a weekly columnist for Drake
University’s student newspaper, The
Times-Delphic. “Civic engagement is the
greatest civil service we can all commit
to,” said Price, who applied for the ride
on the recommendation of Renee Cramer,
associate professor and director of Drake’s
Law, Politics and Society Program. “If
we actually learn from our past and have
tough conversations, we can fulfill our
civic duties more responsibly and more
compassionately.”
The 10 day trip is sponsored by the PBS
series “American Experience.” Stanley
Nelson, who directed the PBS documentary
“Freedom Riders,” will film the event for
a follow-up documentary that will air later
in the year. The original freedom riders,
sponsored by the group The Congress of
Racial Equality, aimed to defy southern
states’ laws that banned African Americans
from riding on public interstate buses. In

many of their stopovers from Washington,
D.C., to Mississippi, the riders were beaten
and assaulted by mobs, and their buses were
firebombed. As the brutality continued,
protests in support of the riders broke out in
train stations and airports across the South.
That fall, federal rules were enacted barring
the segregation of interstate transportation.
The 2011 Student Freedom Ride will
engage students in this important era in
American history, as they learn about the
extraordinary commitment and courage of
the individuals who took part in the Freedom
Rides. The ride serves as a means of
launching a national conversation about the
role of civic engagement and the issues that
inspire today’s students towards activism.
“I applied for the 2011 Student Freedom
Ride,” Price said, “because it sounded like
a rare opportunity to experience American
history, and to witness the power of everyday
Americans in creating positive social change
in the face of violent aggression.”

Price selected for the 2011 PBS
Freedom Rides.

Save the Dates!
Queen of Hearts Week:
October 19-23, 2011
2012 Drake Relays:
April 27-29, 2012
Drake All Greek Reunion:
April 28, 2012
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