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CHANGE...

ALUMNI NEWS
Alumni News
Born To Kevin Dykes ’98 and wife Melanie on
5/8/06, a son, Nicholas Kevin.
Tracy Barmore ’98 is marrying Carrie Kaiser on
4/14/07 in Charlotte, NC.
Skip Manuel ’00 married Ms. Shelly Robertson
on 12/16/06.
John Ball ’91 will graduate from MSU with a PhD
in Electrical Engineering in May ’07, and has
accepted a civilian position with the Naval Surface
Warfare Center in Dahlgren, VA.
Capt. Charles P. Dobson, USAF, ’00 was named
the Naval Aviation Schools Command Instructor
of the Year.
Born to Brian Thomas ’97 and wife Kristy on
2/4/07, a son, Landon McColly. He is the nephew
of Jason McColly ’05 and Brandon Thomas ’95.
Born to Kevin Simpson ’96 and wife Theresa on
12/5/06, a son, Bryant Watson.
Mike Brown ’97 and Pat Launey ’98 were both
promoted to Major on the last Air Force promotion
board. Brother Brown is currently an instructor
pilot at Laughlin AFB, TX while Brother Launey
is an instructor at the Squadron Officer School at
Maxwell AFB in Montgomery, AL.
Allen Simpson ’87 maintains his position with
Kimberly Clark as Operations Manager. His wife
Laurie, sons Kyle (12), Ryan (9), and Kevin (3)
are all doing well.

Sitting on our veranda, one word will not leave my mind: change. It’s a word
that inherently strikes fear in the hearts of every Brother. However, with the
passing of time, change becomes an inevitable reality. This reality is a hard one
to comprehend, but alas, there is no denying it. The time for change is upon
us.
Despite its negative connotations, change can be an enriching and beneficial
resolution. With the abolishment of formal rush, requirements for all freshmen
to have a meal plan and live in the dorms, and the ever-decreasingly commuter
friendly campus, it is easy to see why the off-campus appeal of years past is now
the undeniable burden upon our Chapter’s potential.
So how is moving onto campus going to benefit us? Well first of all, our
proximity to the dorms (i.e. being walking distance from them) will allow us to
take advantage of the evermore campus-centered college life. Being able to offer
potential Brothers affordable private housing, a shuttle ride to class from their
front door, a meal plan, and the many other perks that accompany an on-campus
facility, are just a few of the huge benefits to moving onto campus. Not to
mention the fact that our presence on campus would only foster our involvement
in the campus scene and would greatly improve our inter-Greek relationships
with both sororities and fraternities.
Throughout my relatively brief time in the Bond, I have truly come to love
this place. Leaving our beloved house behind obviously saddens me, but I find
comfort in asking myself one simple question: By leaving our house, am I also
leaving our Fraternity?
The Chapter has diligently and painstakingly considered that question wisely
concluding that first off, leaving this house changes only our address. Who we are is
not and shall never be defined as where we live; rather, who we are as a Fraternity
is to be derived solely upon how we live our lives as Brothers in the Delta Chi Fraternity.
Our future is dependent upon our willingness to change, change that will have
positive impact upon the strength of our Brotherhood. Obviously, moving to campus
is not a ‘panacea’ or ‘cure-all’. The move is only the first step. The next few years
are to be decisive years for our Chapter, but we are up to the challenge and we know
that with your help, we will rise to the occasion and carry the Mississippi State Chapter
of the Delta Chi Fraternity to a level of success never before seen.
Jonathan Lunati ‘09
Chapter “E”
(662) 617-2842

SUPER BULLDOG WEEKEND, MARCH 30 - APRIL 1
FRIDAY, March 30
2:00pm until
6:30pm
Postgame
10:00PM-until
SATURDAY, March 31
9:00am – 11:00am
11:00am – 1:00pm
11:00am
Noon
2:00pm
All afternoon
10:00pm
SUNDAY, April 1
1:30pm

DXAA BBQ Team Party (just beyond DNF scoreboard)
Baseball Game: MSU vs Kentukcy
All night cookout
Band Party at Delta Chi House with The Mud Flap Kings featuring Chris Stewart ’99
BBQ Judging
Lunch at the Delta Chi House (families welcome)
DXAA Business Meeting at Delta Chi House
Spring Football Game
Baseball Game: MSU vs Kentucky
Mud Flap Kings playing on front porch of the house
Band Party at Delta Chi House with Fly-By Radio
Baseball Game: MSU vs Kentucky
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ALUMNI ASSOCIATION SUCCESS CONTINUES!
In our second year, the MSU Delta Chi Alumni Association (DXAA) will continue with our mission to facilitate an improved brotherhood
for all Delta Chi's. Our first social event of the year will be our sponsorship of the BBQ Brothers in the Super Bulldog Weekend BBQ contest.
Please plan to stop by our booth just beyond the scoreboard at Dudy Noble Field to greet the team which is again led by
Mark Gonzales ’94.
We are also fulfilling our mission of providing alumni leadership to the chapter. DXAA members have revitalized essential leadership
organizations for our chapter. The ABT has been revived under the guidance of Lonnie Williams ’96 while the MSU Delta Chi Building
Corporation is in good hands with Phil Carroll ’00. Working with me as your DXAA officers are VP Jud Bringman’02, Secretary/Treasurer
Ben Bachman ’04, and Director of Development, Robert Hubbard ’88.
My goal as DXAA President is for our membership to grow from 58 in 2006 to 100 in 2007, so that we can continue to support and
grow the ABT and Building Corporation with additional manpower and financial support. Please join today by returning the DXAA
membership form with your check for $50.
The DXAA is working hard to make it easy for you to help us reach our membership goal. Soon you will be able to sign up for the DXAA
through the Alumni page of the Chapter’s website, HYPERLINK "http://www.msudeltachi.com" www.msudeltachi.com, and make a
donation or pay dues with a secure credit card transaction through Pay Pal. Picture this scenario that illustrates the power of numbers and
easy automatic donations: Every member of the DXAA skips lunch out at work once a week and donates $5 of the savings which raises
$15,000 to pay for this publication, social events like the tailgates at The Junction, and donations to the future housing fund. We’re doing
the legwork to make it easy but we still need your commitment. Please contact me any time with concerns or questions at (850) 549-8330
or by email at msudxalumni@yahoo.com.
Phillip “Dobber” Dobson ‘00
President
MSU Delta Chi Alumni Association

ABT LEADING RUSH EFFORTS
I have seen the chapter progress and digress through several trying situations
in my short time as a member and as an alumnus. We, the Mississippi State
Chapter of Delta Chi, are at an inevitable crossroads. What decisions are made
in the next few months will have far sweeping impact on the future of our
beloved chapter.
Dear brothers it is time for a change. We have to move to campus.
With the discontinuation of campus wide formal rush, there is a very limited
avenue for future Delta Chi’s to be introduced to our unique brotherhood. It
is partly because of this and also some drastic changes that are going on with
the university’s policies regarding freshmen that have forced our hand. Many
of you are just like I used to be – Dead Set against the ROW. I’m not like that
anymore. For the future of our chapter this is the best choice, the right choice,
and probably the hardest choice we will have to make.
In order for this change to be successful, the chapter is going to need every
bit of Alumni support that we can muster. We have a lot of great rushers
amongst our ranks. The chapter needs every suggestion that you can offer.
With a standing active membership of 21, RUSH is the name of the game. The
numbers have got to rise to a more viable level because with a newer larger house
will come more expenses than a chapter of this size can afford. I have several
great volunteers on the ABT. What I want and what the chapter needs is
someone who will take rush training by the short hairs and whip these guys into
shape. Think about the impact you can make on the future of your chapter.
If you think you can make a difference or have ideas that will help, don’t
hesitate to forward them on to me
(HYPERLINK "mailto:gostate@vista-express.com" gostate@vista-express.com
or 662-315-6872).
Lonnie Williams ‘96
ABT President

"MEMORIAL"
In Memoriam:

James Michael “Mickey” Putman
(February 4, 1942 – December 22, 2006)
Mississippi State University, and particularly the
Mississippi State chapter of Delta Chi Fraternity,
lost a loyal and devoted alumnus and friend upon
the death of Brother Mickey Putman ‘64, who
died December 22, 2006. Mickey was the
individual most instrumental in the establishment
of the Mississippi State chapter of the Delta Chi
Fraternity. Mickey with the assistance of a Delta
Chi field representative gathered a nucleus of
Mississippi State students to form a colony of Delta
Chi on February 1, 1963. Mickey was the first
“A” and under his leadership the colony was granted
its charter in the spring of 1964. Mickey also
served as President of the student body at MSU
his senior year. He received many other honors
and leadership awards during his career at
Mississippi State, including being named as Mr.
MSU. Mickey, a certified public accountant, was
senior partner in Putman and Hancock, CPA’s in
Fayetteville, Tennessee. Mickey is survived by his
wife Vicki, two daughters, and two grandchildren.
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NOW IS THE TIME!
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MSU DELTA CHI ALUMNI ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP FORM
Yes, Count Me in as a Supporter of the MSU Delta Chi Alumni Association for 2007!
• $50 enclosed for full payment of 2007 dues
•

An additional $_______ is enclosed as a donation to be used for:
_____ Rush

•

_____ Future Housing

_____ House Maintenance

_____ Unrestricted

I am interested in setting up a monthly donation through an automatic bank draft or credit card payment.

Name: ______________________________ Class Yr: _____ Email: _________________________
Address: ______________________________________ Home Phone: _______________________

______________________________________________ Bus. Phone: ________________________
Employer: _____________________________________ Position: __________________________
Please return to: MSU Delta Chi Alumni Association

DXAA Use Only:

P.O. Box 790

Payment Type: ________

Starkville, MS 39760

Date Received: ________

As we all find ourselves still getting acquainted with 2007, our chapter finds itself in a position that is strikingly similar to years past.
Again, we have the opportunity to fulfill the most important charge of the MSU Delta Chi Building Corporation (DXBC) – securing and
improving the future housing of our active chapter. For those of you not aware, an empty Greek house on campus remains available for
purchase, providing an opportunity for the much-needed relocation of our chapter to the MSU campus. Although our last effort to purchase
this property was unsuccessful due to the owner’s unwillingness to negotiate, indications are that conditions may be much more favorable
this time around.
At the last DXBC meeting held February 24th, I was bestowed the privilege, responsibility, and authority to enter into negotiations, within
established limits, on behalf of the DXBC to purchase this facility. However, much work must be done in the coming weeks to lay the
groundwork that will enable us to make a viable offer. We must commit to concerted efforts on three fronts – development, financing, and
negotiation.
The first of these three involves developing our in-house financial position. This revolves around the securing of commitments from both
our active and alumni members. From our actives, we must have the commitment to provide a sufficient number of members living in the
new house to fit our financial model and to provide the bulk of the operating cash flow that will be necessary to garner external financing.
From our alumni, we must have the commitment to support this effort not only financially, but also with our collective experience, expertise,
and knowledge. In 2003, 54 alumni pledged $15,700 in upfront donations and $11,250 in annual donations. For this purchase to work
in 2007, we must increase alumni support by two or three fold.
Concurrently, work must be done to examine, understand, and improve our ability to overcome the hurdles necessary to convince outside
institutions that we are a worthy financial investment. Undoubtedly, we will need to secure loans both from a bank and from the international
fraternity’s chapter housing fund. In addition, we will have to decide upon the most beneficial disposition of our current property.
From the results of our efforts in these two arenas, we will be able to determine the impact we can make at the bargaining table. The
last thing that I intend to do is hang a financial albatross around our chapter’s neck that will seal our fate. Please know that I have been
reminded of and am keenly aware of the fact that the available property is worth only what the market will bear. And that is perhaps our
strongest negotiating point – at this time, we are the market.
We will be seeking assistance from our brothers on all of these fronts. I beseech all of you to offer what you can to this effort. If you
feel that you have special expertise in any of the fields necessary to the accomplishment of this goal, please volunteer. Although much must
be accomplished, we must work with an aggressive schedule in mind to make a viable offer before mid-May.
NOW is the time to act if we wish to secure the long-term future of our beloved chapter. NOW is the time to act if we wish to see future
generations wearing the badge of Delta Chi at Mississippi State University. I leave you with this passage from The Delta Chi Cornerstone:
“But an alumnus who is really alive as a fraternity man is not merely comfortably sentimental about ‘the good
old days’ and the group he lived with as an undergraduate. He is interested in helping to pass on to younger
generations of college youth the fraternal values which his predecessors and contemporaries provided for him.”
Please make your commitment NOW by returning the enclosed “Statement of Support for the Purchase of an On-Campus House.”
You can make a pledge contingent upon a purchase agreement being reached or you can make a tax-deductible gift NOW to our E-CHI
account at the Delta Chi Education Foundation. Thank you in advance for your support.
In the Bond,
Phillip Carroll ‘00
President
MSU Delta Chi Building Corporation
Phillip.carroll@comcast.net
(901) 361-8252

