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House Corporation Sues LCEFA & FSU Foundation
On October 6, 2014, the FSU ATO House Corporation filed
a lawsuit against the Leon County Educational Facilities Authority
and the FSU Foundation stemming from a contract the House
Corporation entered into to secure land for a new chapter house at
Heritage Grove. A copy of the official complaint can be found on the
ATO website at www.atofsu.com.
The dispute revolves around a long-term sublease the House
Corporation entered into with the Leon County Educational
Facilities Authority in 2003. Part of that agreement required the
House Corporation to deposit $240,000 with the FSU Foundation
for property located at Heritage Grove. The Heritage Grove properties
were developed, and additional monies were sought from ATO
and other fraternities to complete the development. The House
Corporation paid its share (nearly an additional $40,000).
That same agreement also provided for a return of the deposited
development funds under certain conditions, one of which was a
failure on the part of ATO to get financing. Ultimately, the financing
for the new ATO house fell through.

The House Corporation Board of Directors, after several options
were considered, terminated the agreement in 2011, and sought the
return of the deposited funds.
"Our Board has worked diligently, over many years, to pursue
all options and alternatives in an attempt to work in good faith for a
solution with all parties," explained House Corporation President Fred
Maglione '93. "The Authority refused to return our deposited funds."
Maglione continued, "Because the Board of Directors of the ATO
House Corporation recognizes it has a duty to the faithful Epsilon
Sigma ATO alumni donors, it had no choice but to retain legal counsel
in an effort to get this money back."
Attorneys Jorge Piedra '88 of Miami and Matt Nasrallah '84 of
Atlanta are leading the legal effort. On behalf of the House Corporation,
they made formal demands of the Authority and the Foundation for the
return of the deposited funds pursuant to the contract. The Authority
refused to return the deposited funds, claiming they spent all the money.
The Foundation responded by claiming the money deposited with it was
given to the Authority and therefore was no longer its responsibility.
continued on page 2

Gene Ready '64 Named ATO
Alumnus of the Year
Alpha Tau Omega recognized Gene Ready '64 for his ongoing
commitment and dedication to Florida State University and Epsilon
Sigma Chapter during the ATO Alumni Weekend festivities on
Friday, September 19, 2014. Ready, the immediate past chairman of
the Seminole Boosters is CEO and broker of Ready Capital Group, a
Lakeland-based commercial and investment real estate company.
Ready represented Polk County in the Florida House of
Representatives from 1976 to 1984. He recently completed a term
on the Polk County Planning Commission. He is a director of the
Seminole Greek Alumni Foundation and a member of the Varsity
Club. He is a Golden Chief, and he and his wife, Barbara, have
established an endowed scholarship in baseball.
At FSU, he was a scholarship athlete lettering in baseball.
While talking to the chapter, Ready explained how ATO gave
him his start in life.
"I came to FSU with no money," explained Ready. "ATO let
me work in the kitchen to pay my fraternity dues and earn the
money I needed to survive. I would not be where I am today were it
not for ATO."
Gene Ready '64 received the Alumnus of the Year award during the ATO
Alumni Weekend festivities.
www.atofsu.com
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Executive
Officers
Worthy Master

Rob McHugh '11
rjm11k@my.fsu.edu
Worthy Marshall

Cameron Coughlin '11
cjc11d@my.fsu.edu

continued from page 1
With no other option
available, the House Corporation
filed a lawsuit for the return of the
deposited funds, plus interest and
attorney's fees.
"The housing goals for Epsilon
Sigma have not changed," said Vice
President of Housing Chris Diaz
'85. "The chapter needs a longterm housing solution. The goal of

Worthy Chaplain

Benjamin Ouellette '11
bjo11@my.fsu.edu
Worthy Keeper of the
Exchequer

Aaron Chapman '11
ajc11d@my.fsu.edu
Worthy Scribe

Sam Calcutt '11
spc11@my.fsu.edu

the present litigation is to get the
money back and hopefully use it as
seed money toward a future house.
The House Corporation is open to
other creative solutions that will
meet the needs of the chapter and
be faithful to all of our donors."
Discussing the lawsuit,
Maglione emphasized, "Our
Board wants to work with and
support Florida State University.
This lawsuit does not represent

Submit Your Recruitment
Recommendations Today
Epsilon Sigma extended and had
accepted an impressive 53 bids this fall!
Alumni are encouraged to submit recruitment
recommendations to Conor Watkins '12 at
conorbwatkins@gmail.com.

any dislike for the University.
Just as Epsilon Sigma Chapter is
not a party to this lawsuit, the
University is not a party to this
lawsuit. This legal matter involves
the House Corporation protecting
our interests as provided under our
contract."
The House Corporation will
continue to update alumni as the
case moves forward.

(Below Left): Brothers of Epsilon Sigma participate in the
Annual ATOpen Tournament to benefit spinal muscular
atrophy research.
(Below): Brothers Cameron Coughlin '11, Cory Ciklin '77,
Skip Smith '79 and Robert McHugh '11 received several
awards at the 2014 ATO Congress in Orlando, Florida.
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hunter.sarzier@gmail.com
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Stefano Cavallaro '11- New FSU Student Body President
Last April, the students at
Florida State University elected
Brother Stefano Cavallaro '11
as their Student Body President.
Cavallaro continues a longline of ATO involvement in
SGA that includes Nick Iarossi
'95 (the first ATO Student Body
President at FSU), Cory Ciklin
'77 (the first ATO Student
Senate President), Fred
Maglione '93 (the first ATO
Student Body Vice President)
and Brandon Eisaman '12
(our most recent Student
Senate President).

Among other things, Cavallaro
will oversee a $13.9 million
budget and serve as a voting
member of the University
Board of Trustees responsible
for selecting the next
University President.
Cavallaro's experience as
the director of the Office of
Governmental Affairs helped
prepare him for his new role.
"I've gained the opportunity
to advocate on behalf of the
entire student body, and it's
given me a tremendous

Stefano Cavallaro '11

amount of practice and
experience and that's
definitely going to carry over
into my work as Student Body
President," Cavallaro said.

Handshakes and Applause
Stuart Smith '13 - IFC Vice President of Scholarship

David Butter '13 - FSU Student Senator
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Champions Campaign Raises Close to $11,000
Thanks to generous lead gifts from Gary Landrum '56, Charles Minter, Sr. '62 and Kyle Reed '84 and
the 20 other brothers listed below, the Champions Campaign has raised almost $11,000 to help Epsilon Sigma
continue on its path of success.
"The support from alumni sends a message that we are committed to winning and being the best at
FSU and that alumni are committed to helping the active brothers succeed," commented Vice President of
Alumni Relations Micah Ketchel '04. "Everyone knows that for FSU to succeed and win big games, they need
resources. The same is true for fraternities, and this support will help ATO continue its success."
To contribute to this effort and to see a current list of donors, visit www.atofsu.com.

Donor List
$10,945 pledged as of October 2, 2014
Champions Circle
$1,200 - $5,000
Gary Landrum '56
Charles L. Minter, Sr. '62
Kyle Reed '84
Guardians Circle
$600 - $1,199
John R Black '76
Keepers Circle
$300 - $599
Christopher G. Diaz '85
David J Diaz '80

Tre Evers '85
Nick Iarossi '95
Erik H. Kirk '89
Joseph E. McGee '58
Greg R. Michaud '89
Travis L. Miller '89
Matthew G. Nasrallah '84
Leaders Circle
$120 - $299
Cecil G. Carlton '53
Micah T. Ketchel '04
David B. Lane '88
Fred Maglione '93

Board of Trustees
Chairman

Skip Smith '79
Members

Robert Brown '10
Robert Clarke, Jr. '76
Nicholas Iarossi '95
Micah Ketchel '04
Erik Kirk '89
Brian Newman '88
Mike Papagikos '10
Leo Rok '10

Walter D. Morris '56
Jack W Rynerson '55
Skip Smith '79

House Corpor ation
Officers

Loyalty Circle
$60 - $119
Craig L. Hodges '76
J. Douglas Reiff '61

Fred Maglione '93

Patrons Circle
$1 - $59
Tom Barcomb '11

President

Vice - President
Housing

Chris Diaz '85

Vice - President Alumni Relations

Micah Ketchell '04
Treasurer

Renovations & Repairs at the TAU-Plex

Aaron Darnell '10
The first two weeks in
August were busy as repairmen
and contractors made significant
repairs and enhancements to
the three-building Tau-Plex on
Pensacola Street.
House Corporation Vice
President of Housing Chris Diaz
'85 led the effort to work with the
landlord, property management
company and students to repair
damaged drywall, repaint the
interior, clean the carpets, upgrade
portions of the kitchen and
generally enhance the overall
appearance of all three facilities.

Secretary

Andrew Fay '10
Alumni Relations
Committee

Joe Didier '93
John Colman '00
Directors

Kevin Miles '06
Travis Miller '89
Matt Nasrallah '84
Tim Padgett '84
Shane Stevens '10
Garrick Wright '97

Wright to Run the Marine Corps Marathon
Brother Garrick Wright '97 is running the Marine Corps Marathon on October 26, 2014, to support the Semper Fi Fund. He is
running to raise funds and awareness for injured and critically ill service members who have given so much to protect and defend the
country's freedom. The Semper Fi Fund is a nonprofit set up to provide immediate financial support for injured and critically ill members of
the U.S. Armed Forces. He needs your support by making a tax-deductible donation to the Semper Fi Fund. Learn more about this cause
and make your contribution by visiting http://www.active.com/donate/semperfifundmcm2014/SFFGWright.

www.atofsu.com
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Help us keep our alumni records up-to-date!
Edit your member profile online at
www.atofsu.com, or clip
this form, place it in a stamped envelope
and send to:
Alpha Tau Omega
Florida State University (524)
PO Box 2187
Columbus, GA 31902

Name
Initiation Year
Address
City/State/Zip
Phone
Email

Brothers
attend Alumni
Weekend
at FSU
on Friday,
September 19,
2014.

Alumni Weekend 2014
Alumni and their families returned
for the annual Alumni Weekend over
the FSU vs. Clemson weekend. The
festivities kicked off with a catered
dinner on Friday night along with a
traditional FSU tailgate on Saturday
before the match-up against the
Clemson Tigers.

Visit the Alpha Tau Omega website
Visit www.atofsu.com, the official Epsilon Sigma alumni website, to:
•

Learn more about the chapter

•

•

Search for alumni

•

Update your address, phone number and
email address

•

•

www.atofsu.com

Find out about upcoming events
Post noteworthy accomplishments (a new baby,
a recent marriage, a recent promotion, etc.)
Pay your alumni dues and support the alumni
programs of the fraternity
Fall • 2014

