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ATO in Settlement Negotiations with LCEFA
"After nearly seven months of an official lawsuit and more
than a decade of discussions, the conclusion of our housing saga
at Heritage Grove may be in sight," explained House Corporation
President Fred Maglione '93. "Although nothing is final yet,
and circumstances can certainly change, our legal team has been
negotiating terms to a settlement agreement we hope will end
this lawsuit and our dispute over our former property at Heritage
Grove."
The settlement agreement would put an end to a lawsuit
filed by the FSU ATO House Corporation on October 6, 2014,
against the Leon County Educational Facilities Authority and
the FSU Foundation. The premise of the legal action stems from
a contract the House Corporation entered into to secure land
for a new chapter house at Heritage Grove. A copy of the official
complaint is located on the ATO website at www.atofsu.com.
The disagreement revolves around a long-term sublease
the House Corporation entered into with the Leon County
Educational Facilities Authority in 2003. Part of that agreement
required the House Corporation to deposit $240,000 with the
FSU Foundation for property located at Heritage Grove. That
same agreement also provided for a return of the deposited
development funds under certain conditions.
The House Corporation Board of Directors, after several

options were considered, terminated the agreement in 2011, and
sought the return of the deposited funds.
"Our Board has worked diligently, over many years, to
pursue all options and alternatives in an attempt to work in good
faith for a solution with all parties," explained Maglione. "The
Authority refused to return our deposited funds. Because the
Board of Directors of the ATO House Corporation recognizes it
has a duty to the faithful Epsilon Sigma ATO alumni donors, it
had no choice but to retain legal counsel in an effort to get this
money back." Attorneys Jorge Piedra '88 of Miami and Matt
Nasrallah '84 of Atlanta are leading the legal effort.
Shortly after filing the lawsuit, both parties began discussing
and negotiating a settlement agreement to end the ordeal.
"The housing goals for Epsilon Sigma have not changed," said
Vice President for Housing Chris Diaz '85. "The chapter needs
a long-term housing solution. The goal of the present litigation is
to get the money back and hopefully use it as seed money toward
a future house. The House Corporation is open to other creative
solutions that will meet the needs of the chapter and be faithful
to all of our donors."
The House Corporation will continue to update alumni as
the case moves forward.

150th Anniversary of
Alpha Tau Omega
When Otis Allan Glazebrook,
Alfred Marshall and Erskine Mayo Ross
founded Alpha Tau Omega in 1865, they
envisioned a brotherhood with a bond
"as lasting as humanity." This year, ATO
will reach a milestone any organization
would be proud to achieve - 150 years of
existence.
ATOs from across the nation will
celebrate the 150th Anniversary of Alpha
Tau Omega during the biannual ATO
Congress, which will be held August
6-8, 2015, at the Indianapolis MarriottDowntown. To learn more about the
150th anniversary celebration and to
register, visit http://ato150.ato.org today!
www.atofsu.com

Rich, one of two travelling cars touring the country during the 150th anniversary year, stops at
Epsilon Sigma.
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Submit Your
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Today
Epsilon Sigma continues
to recruit excellence. Alumni
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to submit recruitment
recommendations to Hunter
Dewitt '13 at htd13@my.fsu.edu.
Brothers opening the doors to ATΩ for the House Preview.
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Jeffrey Newsome - Fall '12
St. Petersburg, Florida

Tristan Welter - Spring '15
Havre, Montana

Dustin Miller - Fall '14
Lafayette, Indiana

After joining the
FSU Mock Trial team in
Fall 2014, Jeff Newsome
quickly displayed his talent
and professionalism as a
young attorney. Out of
758 universities competing
in the American Mock
Trial Association National
Championship, Newsome
captained his team to a
prestigious 5th place finish.
Newsome is now team
captain and treasurer of the
FSU Mock Trial Program as
they continue their journey
toward bringing home the
#1 prize.

Tristan Welter served
as a Hospital Corpsman for
eight years in the United
States Navy, making combat
deployments to both Iraq and
Afghanistan. He also made
a humanitarian deployment
to Cambodia where he
assisted in the construction
of maternity wards in
impoverished areas. At age 27,
he is now returning to study
at FSU and working toward
a Bachelor of Science in
Chemical Engineering.

As a sophomore, Dustin
Miller is a scholarship
athlete for the FSU Men's
Swimming and Diving
team. He represented FSU
at NCAA Zones and was
a part of the FSU ACC
team. As a member of the
Student Athlete Advisory
Committee, Miller beat out
all male student athletes at
FSU and represented the
Men's Athletic Department
at the 2015 ACC meeting in
Greensboro, North Carolina.
In addition to his work on
the diving board, Miller
and his brother, Kevin
Griffith, are co-founders of
the Tallahassee Trading and
Investment Group where
he presides as president of
investments.
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ATΩ Gives Back
Thanks to the
tireless efforts of active
brothers and alumni,
Epsilon Sigma is proud
to report a massive
upsurge in service
towards the local and
national organizations.
With 165 active and
dedicated brothers, the
chapter participated
in nearly 30 different
philanthropy events.
ATΩ Tug of Warriors benefiting the Wounded Warriors Project held on March 21,
These events ranged
2015.
from working in
community gardens to running 5k's; from hosting carwashes to working with the Leon County
Humane Society.
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Epsilon Sigma recorded 5,087 hours of community service in the Spring 2015 semester alone
- roughly, the same amount completed throughout all of 2014. The chapter achieved a 100%
increase from the prior semester and the most in a single semester since re-chartering in 2009.

Vice - President Alumni Relations

During the past semester, Epsilon Sigma built strong relationships with reputable non-profit
organizations such as Lott's Community Gardens, Second Harvest Food Bank, Special Olympics
Florida and the Leon County Humane Society.

Aaron Darnell '10

Brothers notably finished first place in a competition hosted by Jersey Mike's Subs, granting a
prize total of $1,300 to the organization of ATO's choice.
On March 21, 2015, Epsilon Sigma launched its first ATΩ Tug of Warriors. Thanks to
the efforts of Philanthropy Chairman Andrew Hudson '14, hundreds of people attended, and
Epsilon Sigma raised $10,645 for the Wounded Warriors Project. Hudson's vision, to create a fun
and competitive environment comprised of a mud tug-of-war competition, drew applicants from
Tallahassee and beyond.
Hudson commented, "I am grateful for the opportunity to organize an event that sparks as
much enthusiasm and participation as Tug of Warriors. I look forward to seeing how this event
will grow in the coming years."

Alumni Weekend 2015 - September 11–12

Florida State Seminoles take on South Florida Bulls

Micah Ketchel '04
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Handshakes and
Applause

Alumni and their families are invited to return to Tallahassee and join their brothers for
Alumni Weekend 2015, when FSU takes on the USF Bulls, September 11-12.

David Butter '13 - IFC
Man of the Year

The festivities will kick off with an informal happy hour on Friday night from 4:00 p.m.
– 8:00 p.m. A traditional FSU tailgate will be held on Saturday several hours before the highly
anticipated match-up against the USF Bulls.

Skip Smith '79 - Chapter
Advisor of the Year

www.atofsu.com
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Help us keep our alumni records up-to-date!
Edit your member profile online at
www.atofsu.com, or clip
this form, place it in a stamped envelope
and send to:
Alpha Tau Omega
Florida State University (524)
PO Box 2187
Columbus, GA 31902

Name
Initiation Year
Address
City/State/Zip
Phone
Email

Epsilon Sigma brothers pair
up with the lovely ladies of
Delta Gamma to volunteer at
America's Second Harvest of the
Big Bend Inc.

Visit the Alpha Tau Omega website
Visit www.atofsu.com, the official Epsilon Sigma alumni website, to:
•

Learn more about the chapter

•

Find out about upcoming events

•

Search for alumni

•

•

Update your address, phone number and email address

Post noteworthy accomplishments (a new baby,
a recent marriage, a recent promotion, etc.)

•

Pay your alumni dues and support the alumni
programs of the fraternity

www.atofsu.com
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