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Acacia Illinois Chapter House Improvements Continue
By: Ken Wagner ’55, Alumni Corporation Facility Chairman

Each year since acquiring the house in 2012 the Alumni Corporation has made
improvements to renew and upgrade structure and systems. Improvements are
essential to maintain a living environment that is competitive with the many choices
students have at the University of Illinois. The Alumni Housing Corporation Board
continually reviews the status of its facilities to ensure they are improved and
maintained to meet current demands. 2018 saw the completion of three major
improvements to the chapter house.
A completely new heating and air conditioning system has been installed in both
wings of the 64-man chapter house. The project replaced the old steam boiler
heating system while adding air conditioning throughout the house. The new
system provides better control and comfort at reduced energy and maintenance
costs. The work was accomplished in two phases over the past two summers at the
cost of $319,478. Brothers living in the house have expressed gratitude for the new
heating and cooling system.
New windows have been installed to replace all 50-year-old windows in the East
Wing. The new windows are a valued improvement, enhancing the efficiency of the
new heating/cooling system as well as occupant comfort. Windows were replaced
for the cost of $28,659.
Exterior security lighting has been significantly enhanced by the replacement of old,
deteriorating fixtures with new LED fixtures. Insufficient illumination of some areas
has been corrected by placement of additional fixtures. Project cost was $10,531.
The Alumni Housing Corporation Board, resident director, student house managers
and maintenance contractor work together to maintain and improve the chapter
house and property. Biweekly inspections identify issues that need addressing to
ensure the house operates safely, efficiently, and in good condition at all times.

Two exterior condenser units for heating/cooling are located in the areaway.
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ACACIA HETH CHAPTER 2019 EXECUTIVE BOARD
VENERABLE DEAN
Kevin Lipkin
Elmhurst, Ill.
Sophomore
Industrial Engineering
I am the second member of my
family to be initiated into the
Heth chapter, and I am passionate about doing everything I can to improve our
standing. I tasked the executive board with increasing
fraternity involvement and maintaining this involvement over all four years. I also made it a top priority to
fill the house to capacity through improving housing
conditions and continued successful recruitment. I
truly believe the input of all brothers is important,
thus I encourage increased chapter attendance. This
belief is not limited to active members as I encourage
any and all comments from alumni as well.
SENIOR DEAN
Jimmy Kokinis
Glenview, Ill.
Freshman
Finance
As senior dean, I hope to represent my newly initiated pledge
class to the best of my ability and
make their concerns my top priority. I also assist the venerable dean with any project
or task at hand. I will work diligently to make sure
events like Mother’s Weekend, Father’s Weekend, and
Homecoming go smoothly and are a great experience
for every parent and/or alumnus. My position will not
limit me as I am available to anyone that needs help or
has concerns with any other aspect of our fraternity.
JUNIOR DEAN
Declan Cory
Chicago, Ill.
Sophomore
Agricultural and Biological
Engineering
Growing up in Chicago gave me
a lot of experience early on in
life. I believe I can use this experience in my junior dean position. I am for the people
and allow the house to be a major deciding factor in
what we do. However, at the end of the day, it is still
my decision on what the house does. This executive
position will help me grow tremendously, professionally and personally. I look forward to the next two
semesters as the junior dean of Acacia!

RISK MANAGER
JP Sheridan
Wilmette, Ill.
Sophomore
Political Science, Public Policy
concentration, Business minor
As risk manager for Acacia, I
ensure that the safety of each
member is of primary importance. I work to guarantee
that the policies set by the national fraternity and the
campus are enforced. I also strive to create an environment in which the brothers of Acacia look out for one
another.
TREASURER
Matthew Gallo
Winnetka, Ill.
Sophomore
Finance and Information Systems
In regard to our chapter finances, I have been working with my
peers on the executive board to
better understand where our large, recurring expenses are. By doing this, we are able to ensure that our
budget aligns with actual payments, as well as ensure
that we will have enough liquidity to carry us to the
next dues collection period.
On a more external front, I have been working hard
to provide financial transparency to the active chapter.
The end goal is for our active members to understand
what their payments are funding. Through this, we
hope that members will be more prompt in paying
and understand the consequences both personally
and for the chapter of not doing so. This summer, I
plan on releasing a detailed budgetary report to the
entire chapter, which has not been common practice
in the past. Of course, none of this could be possible
without the support and guidance of our chapter
advisors and the alumni on the Housing Corporation
Board.
HOUSE MANAGERS
Hampden Keil
Lake Forest, Ill.
Sophomore
Journalism
During my tenure as house manager, I hope to leave the house
better than it was when I became
house manager. I also hope to make the members who
live in the house happy with their accommodations.

Tom Scully
Arlington Heights, Ill.
Sophomore
ACE Consumer Economics and
Finance
As house manager, I wish to
ensure that the chapter house is
as well maintained as possible.
I also hope to provide my opinion on important
decisions and create an environment that encourages
members to actively participate in house events, namely philanthropy.
PHILANTHROPY CHAIRMAN
Colin Knipe
Lake Forest, Ill.
Sophomore
Economics, Political Science
minor, Business minor
As the philanthropy chair, I hope
to continue our successful line
of blood drives that we host every semester. The first
one I had the opportunity to run went very smoothly
considering we went over our goal by four pints, so
I’m hoping my next event will go just as well. Another
event I’d like to set up would be a volleyball tournament named “Acacian Vacation” where sororities
compete against each other and all the proceeds go
toward a charitable organization. With how lively the
philanthropy community is at the University of Illinois,
I have high hopes for what I can accomplish for our
chapter.
SECRETARY
Nathan Bannon
Chicago, Ill.
Sophomore
Chemical and Biomolecular
Engineering
As secretary, my main goal is to
maintain a reliable and efficient
line of communication between the executive board
and the other active members. I send out emails to
the entire chapter summarizing each chapter meeting,
as well as relay other important information. I also
strive to keep organized electronic records of each
member’s participation in chapter activities.
SCHOLARSHIP CHAIRMAN
Anthony Carta
Clarendon Hills, Ill.
Sophomore
Computer Science
and Economics
My main goal as scholarship
chairman is to improve the
house GPA. An essential part of that is helping new
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Acacia Alumni Scholarship Award Program
Last year was successful for Acacia Fraternity at the
University of Illinois. To continue this outstanding
trajectory, the Acacia Alumni Scholarship Award Program (AASAP) and the men of our chapter need your
help. The AASAP was established in 2013 to motivate
active members to excel academically and positively
impact their character.
In past years this has proven successful, but due to a
lack of funds raised during the prior academic year,
no scholarships were awarded to our undergraduate
brothers at Homecoming for the 2017-2018 school
year. Ensuring the academic success of our undergraduate members has always been a top priority and

programs like the AASAP help to foster a culture of
academic excellence among the active members.
The AASAP currently honors brothers, who fulfill the
live-in requirement, in the following categories:
• All straight-A students (4.0 GPA)
• Highest GPA (under 4.0) for freshman,
		 sophomore, junior, and senior
• Most improved GPA for freshman, sophomore,
		 junior, and senior
• Top pledge GPA for each semester and for the year
It is very unfortunate that the hard work of our
undergraduate brothers this past year went unnoticed,

but your support now will help ensure the scholarship
program continues providing deserving men the opportunity to further the legacy of success established
at Acacia Illinois. All funding for this program comes
from committed alumni like yourself, and we invite
you to join us and give back by making a tax-deductible gift to Acacia Illinois this year.
If you have not given to this important effort thus far,
there is still time! To make your gift today, simply visit
AcaciaIllinois.com and click ‘Support the Campaign’ or
complete and return the enclosed pledge card. Thank
you in advance for your support of Acacia Illinois.

SPRING 2019 PLEDGES
Justin Alperin
Barrington, Ill.

Lorenzo Costa
Bloomingdale, Ill.

Alex Panning
Frankfort, Ill.

•

•

•

Chris Cardosi
Frankfort, Ill.

Florian Kerdar
Wuerzburg, Germany

David Seward
Chicago, Ill.

ACACIA HETH CHAPTER 2019 EXECUTIVE BOARD
members become accustomed to the academic standards of Acacia. As an academic leader, I am familiar
with the resources the University of Illinois has to
offer and can guide actives to the ones they need. I
would like to use scholarships to incentivize not only
the high-achieving members but also the ones that
demonstrate improvement between semesters. Members that can improve their GPAs throughout school
will set themselves up for success and improve the
collective GPA of the house. Overall, I hope to leave a
lasting impact on the academics of the active members
of Acacia.
RECRUITMENT CHAIRMEN
Brian Batina
Hinsdale, Ill.
Sophomore
ACE Finance
Joining Acacia and becoming a
recruitment chairman for this
incredible fraternity is one of the
best things that has happened to me. I enjoy talking

and meeting new people, so this job is a perfect fit for
me. Next fall during recruitment, I am hoping to add
quality and quantity to the chapter.
Liam Lyman
Clarendon Hills, Ill.
Sophomore
Finance
I’m a sophomore from Clarendon Hills studying finance in the
Gies College of Business.This
summer, I plan on interning in
downtown Chicago for a small commercial real estate
company. My main goal as a head recruitment chair is
to bring in young men that will be excellent representatives of Acacia. From a numbers standpoint, I think
that anywhere between 35 and 45 individuals would
be reasonable. I would also like to make sure we use
our rush budget wisely. I plan on keeping in contact
with the former head recruitment chairs to learn from
their experiences. All in all, I want to make sure our
fall rush in 2019 goes as smoothly as possible and
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make sure that we get individuals that will continue to
improve our chapter.
ALUMNI CHAIRMAN
Michael Fiedler
Elmhurst, Ill.
Sophomore
ACE Financial Planning
My main goal as alumni
chairman is to improve alumni
relations between alumni and active members. I ensure there are many alumni events
throughout the school year and over the summer.
My job is very important because alumni support our
members in the job field, give much advice, and fund
house ventures. One of the many things I hope to accomplish this year is keeping a close-knit relationship
with the house and alumni. I look forward to many
great alumni events over the summer and next fall.

John R. Revell ’57
Brother John R. Revell ’57 died at his home in Keller, Texas, on February 10, 2019. He was married for 56 years to his wife, Lois Warfield
Revell. He was a father to Jeff (Susan) of Southlake, Texas, and Jennifer Planson (Craig) of Willowbrook, Ill.; a grandfather to Haley Planson,
Ethan Planson, Nicole Revell, and Eric Revell; a brother to Joe (Sandy) of Carmel, Ind.; and a brother-in-law to Judy Revell of Calif. He graduated in 1959 with a degree in agriculture, served in the U.S. Marine Corps, and went into the agricultural banking industry in central Illinois
and central Indiana.
In addition to his working career, John spent his life volunteering in church and community activities. He was a member of Keller Rotary,
former member of the Keller Parks and Recreation Board, a volunteer with Volunteers in Police Service, a member of White’s Chapel United
Methodist Church in Southlake, a member of the Faithbuilders Sunday School class, and a volunteer at Angel’s Attic in Grapevine. He enjoyed
gardening, reading, and storytelling. He will be missed by all who knew him.

Phillip A Merriman ’50
Brother Phillip A Merriman ’50 passed away peacefully, surrounded by loved ones, on February 8, 2019, in Champaign, Illinois. He was
born December 15, 1931, in Decatur, Indiana, the only child of Harry and Lela (Reffey) Merriman.
Phil moved to Kankakee in 1948, graduating from Kankakee High School in 1949. He attended the University of Illinois and graduated in
January 1954.
While at KHS, he met Anna Mae Carpenter and they married on April 10, 1954, the fourth anniversary of their first date. Phil was working
for Continental Casualty Insurance in Chicago at the time.
Phil entered the U.S. Army on January 9, 1955. He completed his basic training at Ft. Leonard Wood and was stationed at Fort Knox and Ft.
Benning. His wife and daughter joined him in Georgia. After his discharge in 1957, he returned to Continental Casualty, and later worked
for the National Conference of Christians and Jews. He also served as the Director of Development for Michael Reese Hospital, raising
funds for the first kidney dialysis machine in Chicago.
A United Way volunteer for many years, Phil was the president of United Way of Richton Park-Park Forest. His volunteer work became his
career when Phil was hired by United Way, becoming an executive for the organization, which served 95 communities in Lake, Will, and
DuPage counties along with Cook County outside the Chicago city limits. During his time as executive director, it became difficult for
not-for-profit agencies to purchase insurance. He became involved in establishing the first non-profit insurance company for that purpose.
Phil was also instrumental in starting the United Way of Illinois, serving as president of that board as well. Phil served in the capacity of
executive director until his 1995 retirement from the UWSC, at which time he was awarded the State of Illinois Award by Gov Edgar. Later,
the United Way created an outstanding professional award which was named in his honor.
A resident of Park Forest for 40 years, Phil was active in his community, serving with the Booster Club for Rich East High School and as
deputy assessor for Rich Township. He also served on the Prairie State College Foundation Board. Phil was a member of Faith United Protestant Church, serving on many boards, and helped start the church’s Men’s Club.
After retirement, Phil and Anna Mae moved to Bayles Lake in Loda, Illinois, and wintered in Punta Gorda, Florida. His retirement was not
passive, though, as he served on various boards for different communities until December 2017. He was a fan of the Cubs, Bears, and of
course, the Fighting Illini.
Phil was a model brother and exemplified Acacia’s motto of “human service.” He will be missed dearly.
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FALL 2018 INITIATES
Jack Allen
Long Grove, Ill.

Tim Lussenhop
Arlington Heights, Ill.

John Borth
Glenview, Ill.

Nate Lyons
Elmhurst Ill.

Jimmy Burks
Hoffman Estates, Ill.

Niko Malevitis
Glockport, Ill.

Will Catino
Chicago, Ill.

Adam Meyer
Scottsdale, Ariz.

Jared Ebanks
Beaverton, Ore.

Dariusz Muta
Chicago, Ill.

Nick Fazio
Chicago, Ill.

Jack Michel
Sycamore, Ill.

Nick Fruehling
Champaign, Ill.

Zac Murphy
Elmhurst, Ill.

Michael Gallo
Highwood, Ill.

Brooks Neumann
Western Springs, Ill.

Ismet Gradjan
Chicago, Ill.

Kyle Power
Highland Park, Ill.

Nick Grott
Chicago, Ill.

Chris Rife
Wilmette, Ill.

Andrew Heinz
Batavia, Ill.

Eric Schmidt
Glenview, Ill.

Sam Herbert
Schaumburg, Ill.

Will Stelk
Palatine, Ill.

Zeek Herrera
Chicago, Ill.

Hans Stilp
Wilmette, Ill.

Austin Hoffman
Glockport, Ill.

Matt Sutherland
Batavia, Ill.

Ben Jahns
Rolling Meadows, Ill.

Alex Thiakos
Western Springs, Ill.

Jimmy Kokinis
Glenview, Ill.

Bennett White
Hinsdale, Ill.

Acacia Gives Back
to the Community
Acacia Blood Drive
On February 25, we worked with the Central Illinois Community
Blood Center to organize a blood drive in the foyer of the chapter
house. All chapter members were invited to donate, as well as members of various sororities on campus. With their support, we managed
to raise over 60 pints of blood for local hospitals. Special thanks to our
philanthropy chairman, Colin Knipe ’17, for organizing the event.

Gottheil Cup
On Saturday, April 2, we partnered with three other fraternities on
campus to organize the Gottheil Cup — a friendly, yet competitive
hockey game which raised money for the Josh Gottheil Memorial Fund
for Lymphoma Research. Hockey players from our chapter teamed up
with players form Delta Tau Delta to compete against Phi Delta Theta
and Sigma Alpha Epsilon. We were lucky to have Jim Cornelison, who
sings the national anthem for Chicago Blackhawks, do the same prior
to our game. Everyone in attendance very much enjoyed the opportunity to cheer on our brothers on the ice. While the result of the game
was not important, our team performed very well and won seven
goals to two. Every fraternity involved surpassed our main goal, which
was raising money for the Gottheil Fund. We collectively raised over
$1,600. Once again, special thanks to our philanthropy chairman, Colin Knipe ’17, for engaging our chapter in this rewarding experience.

Jake Krumwiede
Batavia, Ill.
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ACACIA FRATERNITY
University of Illinois (1151)
PO Box 2187
Columbus, GA 31902-2187
Address Service Requested

Help us keep alumni records up-to-date!
Edit your member profile at AcaciaIllinois.
com or clip this form, place it in a stamped
envelope and send to: Acacia Fraternity
University of Illinois (1151), PO Box 2187,
Columbus, GA 31902
Name_________________________________________
Roll Number____________________________________
Address_______________________________________
______________________________________________
City/State/Zip__________________________________
Phone ________________________________________
E-mail ________________________________________

Visit the Acacia Illinois Website
Visit AcaciaIllinois.com, the official alumni website, to:
•
•
•
•

Update your address, phone number, and e-mail address
Search for other alumni
Learn more about the chapter
Find out about upcoming events

• Post noteworthy accomplishments (a new baby, a recent marriage,
a recent promotion, etc.)
• Support Acacia’s Alumni Scholarship Award Program
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