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I

am humbled by what you, the alumni
of Acacia Illinois, have accomplished.
As previously reported, you pledged
$1.5 million toward the purchase of a
permanent chapter house and have freely
given $1.1 million to date. On behalf of
myself, my fellow Alumni Board members
and the dedicated group of our fellow
alumni who have been actively working
on the campaign, please accept our
heartfelt appreciation and thanks for your
commitment thus far to our fraternity.
Your continuing commitment to Acacia
at the University of Illinois is why we have
maintained an uninterrupted presence
in Champaign for more than 100 years
in spite of significant hurdles thrown
our way. The donation of your time and
treasure evidences this commitment and
ensures our existence. Your continued
support, perseverance and belief that young
men today should be able to choose a
brotherhood like ours as we so chose when
we were students has kept us going. Many
constituents within the University question
our purpose and right to exist on today’s
campus. Your commitment and generosity
has seen and will see that our future is
bright and our beloved fraternity will
continue to favorably influence the lives of
young men in Champaign for some time
to come.
As you may or may not know, roughly
seven years ago, Art Mertes ’85 called a
meeting in Chicago to discuss the closing
of Acacia Illinois.
I attended that meeting with a handful
of my classmates and we had a hard time
coming to grips with the prospect of losing
our fraternity at the University of Illinois.
I was shocked at the youth of the board
members and the lack of broader alumni

The view from Armory, looking northwest.

participation. I felt I had no one to blame
but myself as I was not contributing money
to Acacia nor participating in any way
with the Alumni Board. I therefore felt
I had no right to criticize so I decided to
join the board and see if we could keep
our organization alive. From that meeting
forward, many have stepped up to the
challenge. We have raised $1.5 million
despite today’s economic climate and
many of you have also worked hard toward
acquiring a permanent home for Acacia in
Champaign.
Thanks to your support, I now have
the pleasure of reporting to you that
we are close to achieving our ultimate
capital campaign goal of procuring a new
permanent chapter house.

Our New Chapter House
On December 19, 2011 we entered
into a Purchase and Sale Agreement for
the purchase of a house at 302 E. Armory
(Armory and Third). We have commenced
due diligence investigations and are in the
process of seeking financing commitments
for this purchase. Subject to completing
these efforts the closing is scheduled for
May 31, 2012 with the active chapter
occupying the new house during August
2012. The property was built in 1929 for
Theta Upsilon Omega fraternity and is in
good overall condition. Phi Mu acquired
the property in 1946 and expanded it in
1967. The layout is conducive to what we
all knew as fraternity living and the active
continued on page 2
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View from the foyer toward the living room.
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continued from page 1

chapter leadership is most enthusiastic
about this property as our permanent
home.

View from the living room toward the library.

fraternities with 50 or more active
residents as well as a handful of well
maintained fraternities with whom we
also compete.

Seven Year Property Search
and Evaluation Process
With participation from the
active chapter, we identified our
needs as follows:
x A property located in
Champaign in what we refer
as the “Magic Quadrant” (the
area bounded by 1st Street to
the west, 6th Street to the east,
Green Street to the north and
the university dorms known as
the 6-pack to the south, with
the central part of that area
being more desirable).
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These needs combined to severely limit
our options.
Early on we concluded that new
construction would not be a financially
continued on page 3

Ken Wagner ’55 and the
Alumni Board made a presentation
to the active chapter on January 22,
2012 followed by a tour of 302 E.
Armory.

x A building usable/habitable as a
fraternity capable of housing 50
live-in members, which would
be financially competitive with
newly renovated/reconstructed
chapter houses such as Pike,
AKL, Evans Scholars and other

The sun room.

First Floor

UNDER CONTRACT

continued from page 2

viable option. We estimated
that a new 15,000 square-foot
facility housing at least 50 active
members would have a minimum
construction cost of $2,250,000
($150/sq.-ft.) plus $250,000 for
niceties and amenities plus land
and additional soft costs. We
projected the minimum total
new development project cost of
not less than $4.1 million which
includes an expected land cost of
$1.6 million, based upon available
land sites.
We evaluated thirty-one
properties during our search and
seriously considered ten of them.
We tried to and would have loved
buying the Beta house in which
the chapter currently resides as it
would have been the best option
in terms of size and location, but
the Beta’s simply won’t sell and we
don’t believe we should risk losing
the 302 E. Armory opportunity
with no indication that the Beta’s will ever change their mind.
A number of seriously considered properties such as the Chi
Psi Lodge at 110 E. Armory, 907 S. Third Street (a former
rented home of Acacia) and three adjacent houses located
on 1st Street north of Chalmers would have been too costly
requiring, in addition to the purchase prices, demolition of
existing buildings and new construction yielding total project
costs of between $3.85 and $4.35 million. We looked at
vacant land located at 4th Street and Daniel, but a $2 million
asking price would have pushed the project costs up to $5
million. We also looked a number of smaller available houses
which would have housed only 30-35 members and deemed
them too small for our needs. We also made a run at the 6$(
house which was Acacia’s home for a number of years, which
while smaller would have been a financially attractive project,
but 6$( simply wouldn’t sell.

Lower Level

Based on information sourced from campus
representatives of the organizations, the renovation or
rebuilding project costs for Theta Xi, Pikes, ZBT and Evans
Scholars were in the $3.5 million to $4.5 million range. If
these organizations didn’t already own the land, their project
costs would have been pushed up to the $6 million range.
The price to acquire 302 E. Armory and related personal
property is $2.7 million. The property requires some
improvements, but we will not be faced with complete
renovation or tear down/rebuild cost exposures. I do not believe we
will find a better opportunity for less money. The other options we
have looked at are in the not less than $4 million all-in cost range.

Second and Third Floors of Western Building

If we want to own a property, the Board believes we have to
move forward on this opportunity and appeal to our alumni to
make it happen.
continued on page 6
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MAN-UP: Returning the House to Its Fraternity Roots
by Ken Wagner ’55

302

E. Armory promises to be an excellent permanent home
for Acacia at Illinois. Condition of the property is very
good and it is complete down to the pots and pans in the kitchen.
Our initial inspection on January 5, 2012 revealed well managed
maintenance over the years with only minor items to address.
The house was originally built in 1929 as a fraternity for Theta
Upsilon Omega. Phi Mu took it over in 1946 and built an
addition in 1967 east of the original house with a connecting link
on the lower level. Current capacity of the original structure is 19
and 38 men can be accommodated in the addition.
The task to accomplish for occupancy next August will be
the conversion of the house from a sorority back to a fraternity.
Phi Mu “feminized” the decor and furnishings over the years.
Considerable redecorating and furnishing are needed to “man-up”
the house, making it a venerable residence for the men of Acacia
and a place where the alumni brothers will be proud to return year
after year.
The main, first floor, has a large living room, beautiful fireplace
and heavy timber beamed ceiling. A sunroom at the north end
of the first floor is reminiscent of 501 E. Daniel where many of
us played ping-pong years ago. A large foyer, also with timber-

beamed ceiling, lies between the entry, living room and stairs to the
floors above. A housemother’s suite (subject to conversion), library
and guest bathroom complete the first floor. A dining room and
large multi-purpose room are on the lower level with exposures to a
large sunken courtyard between the original house and the addition
to the east. The lower level also houses the kitchen, ample storage,
boiler and mechanical equipment. The two-story addition provides
study/bedrooms, toilet/shower facilities, storage and laundry
rooms.
Much planning will take place between now and the closing in
May 2012. Use of spaces will be determined, decor and furnishings
decided and necessary modifications identified - all so the actual
work can be accomplished this summer. Longer-range plans will be
made for future upgrades and improvements as necessary to meet
expectations.
This is an exciting time for Acacia at Illinois and we can all be
a part of this important step. The Corporation Board and Active
Chapter are already working together on the plans for conversion
of the property from sorority to fraternity. Your thoughts, ideas
and comments are invited.

Hello Editor’s Note:

K

en Wagner ’55 is a welcomed,
recent addition to the Alumni
Corporation Board. Ken attended
U of I from 1954 through 1959 and
earned a B.A. in Architecture. His
professional career was based out
of Davenport, IA for 8 years and
in the Chicago area for 40 years.
He completed both domestic and
international architectural projects
with the last 25 years of his career
primarily focused on secondary and
higher education projects throughout
northern Illinois, many at the
University of Illinois in Chicago
and Northern Illinois University in
DeKalb. Ken retired in 2007.

The view from 3rd Street, looking southeast.
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Ken married “a wonderful gal” - the
late Jo Anne Wagner (1995) - who
attended U. of Iowa in 1958. Ken
and Jo Anne are parents to a daughter
(later a “Little Sister of Acacia”
at Illinois) and a son, who both
currently live in the Chicago area.

President’s Perspectives
Alumni’s Necessary Role in Acacia’s Progress and Success
by Art Mertes ’85

I

n the course of my 20+ years as a
volunteer serving the Chapter and our
Alumni, I have the following insights
to share with each of you who might
care to listen. I believe my perspective
is unique, having lived in the old 501 E.
Daniel Chapter House, the rebuilt 501 E.
Daniel Chapter House, having seen our
fine group work its way to 907 S. Third,
211 E. Daniel (6$(), and 201 E. Daniel
(Betas) in the course of 25+ years. If you
would have told me as an undergraduate
student this would be our path, I would
have scoffed at the idea. One thing is clear
- our Alumni’s ability to remain involved
in Chapter education, discipline and
support with principles of leadership and
Acacia’s teachings, have made it possible

for our Chapter to survive and I dare say,
thrive in an environment that is constantly
critical of high-profile Greek fraternities.
Our Alumni Board has learned what
positions and things seem to support
strong recruitment, grades, leadership,
balance of the social with the academic,
and the essential principles of Acacia that
mean the difference between success and
failure of our organization. I will not fool
myself into believing that we will never
again face adversity, but I can honestly say
that we have managed to face adversity and
grow stronger as a group - both Alumni
and Chapter - because of it. That is the
essence of strong leadership and a strong
organization. That is Acacia Fraternity at
the University of Illinois.

If I were to recite some of the core
understandings we the Alumni Board have
learned along our path, I would point out
the following as critical elements that have
helped the Acacia organization accomplish:
t

Consistent and regular Alumni
interaction with leadership of the
Chapter

t

Retreat-style program(s) at the
beginning of each school year
coordinated with Acacia International
Fraternity focused on core values and
development

t

House Director / property
management position staffed with a
competent liaison
continued on page 6

The view of the entrance from Armory.
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UNDER CONTRACT

PRESIDENT’S PERSPECTIVES

continued from page 3

continued from page 5

It is the judgment of the Alumni
Board that the acquisition opportunity
for 302 E. Armory is the best choice
we’ve come across in after what amounts
to over seven years of active searching.
The Board believes this is a place located
in Champaign’s “Magic Quadrant” that
we would all be proud to call home.
Additionally, this property will for the
first time in over 25 years provide the
opportunity to have the majority of our
110-125 active members living together
once again. This property has a capacity of
57 compared to the Beta House at 50. We
expect about fifty-seven actives to move in
next fall. We currently have 48 living in the
Beta House.

t

Continuing improvements in
programming and initiation

t

New Initiate breakfast with Alumni
for each and every new initiate class

t

Enhanced accounting oversight by
third party service providers

David Thies ’73 has donated the
legal work for the property search and
acquisition. Ken Wagner ’55, our
architect alum, has graciously donated
his professional services. We are most
thankful for their contributions. Thanks
to Art Mertes ’85, Dan Bayston ’80, Mel
Rapp ’49, Adam Powers ’98, Michael
Conniff ’93, Dennis Bone ’02, Drew
Millard ’98, Phil Chapman ’71 and the
rest of the current and past Alumni Board
for their prior and ongoing efforts to
ensure the fraternity’s success and efforts
to consummate this transaction. Others
aiding the Board, such as Joe Main ’73,
Steve Hoffner ’72 and Paul Ruby ’72 also
are worthy of recognition for their help. I
would be very remiss if I didn’t thank Jim
Wormley ’60, as our lead donor, for all
he has contributed to the success of our
efforts.
In the words of Phil Chapman,
“Together, we can accomplish great things.”
We have much to do before we can
close on or before May 31, 2012 and you
will be hearing more about this shortly.
Thank you for your continued interest
and support. We will be contacting
you shortly about our future plans with
more on how you can help us make
the ownership and plans for our new
chapterhouse a reality.
With much respect and gratitude,

Mike Duncan ’74
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t

Scholarship awards program

t

Protective positions regarding
appropriate activities at the Chapter
House vs. off-site

t

Strong system of contracting, with InHouse and Out-of-House contracts,
Conduct & Damage Assessment
Agreements, House Rules, Parental
Guarantee, Code of Conduct, Records
Release

t

Strong relationship with and support
by the Acacia International Fraternity

t

Relationship development with
University governance

t

Volunteered time / support from a
larger Alumni Board

t

Financial Support from our Alumni,
both in the House Purchase Capital
Campaign and our Annual Campaigns

What I want to make sure that you
know, at all times, is that each of your
continuing contributions makes a
difference and has a positive impact on
the future success of our organization.
This has proven to be the case for the last
20+ years of my involvement, and will
continue to be the case with your support
and involvement. I respectfully request
each Alumnus from my era and earlier
to dispose of any last lingering negative
sentiments about loss of 501 E. Daniel
- we have come a long way since. I ask
each of you to reflect on the good feelings
and principles that you developed as a life
member of the Acacia Fraternity at the
University of Illinois, and to consider what
more you might be able to do for Acacia
in securing its future continued success.
With your support, Acacia Fraternity at
the University of Illinois is here to stay,
and with the acquisition of a permanent
Chapter House we will have plans for
a new Alumni space designated for our
returning Alum as a proud memory and
place to reminisce about your relationship
with Acacia Fraternity.

Special thanks to those
who donated to the
Capital Campaign
Acacia Legends
$500,000 - $1,000,000
James T. Wormley ’60
Acacia Guardians
$100,000 - $499,999
Anonymous
Acacia Benefactors
$50,000 - $99,999
John M. Lundsten ’60
Mel W. Rapp ’49
Acacia Mentors
$25,000 - $49,999
Daniel D. Bayston ’80
John F. Beatty ’52
2006-07 Heth Chapter
Donation
Arthur E. Mertes ’85
Timothy J. Sullivan ’77
Daryl J. Woodard ’75
Legacy Society
$10,000 - $24,999
Scott Aberle ’83
Michael A. Burson ’70
R. Gene Fickel ’56
Fredrick C. Garrott ’68
Douglas E. Klaus ’74
Jeffrey J. Lee ’89
Larry F. Lewis ’57
Robert A. Lincicome ’50
Marshall “Lew” Mabie ’57
Robert “Joe” Main ’73
Todd R. Plocher ’86
Michael A. Ray ’86
Christopher D. Reinbold ’87
John R. Revell ’57
Michael A. Rutkowski ’86
Robert J. Svatos ’77
Roe E. Walker ’51
Charles E. Yale ’43
Michael K. Yates ’59
Loyalty Society
$6,000 - $9,999
Richard D. Conlin ’64
Dana R. Drysdale ’76
Richard Kent Price ’66
Charles E. Rockwood ’52
Robert M. Shaw ’82
Robert E. Walberg ’65
Max Brooks Whitney ’60
Heritage Society
$3,000 - $5,999
Douglas A. Anderson ’76
George R. Armstrong ’62
Christopher Bader ’03
Kenneth J. Betts ’86
Christopher A. Brown ’86
Jason L. Busboom ’94
Joel W. Busboom ’94
Roger M. Cagann ’83

Brian L. Carpizo ’87
Michael A. Conniff ’93
Scott M. Cummings ’92
Andrew Ekblaw ’52
Philip Dale Feldman ’47
Clive A. Follmer ’50
Donald I. Funk ’49
In Memory of Al Hallene 1948
Ronald M. Hamelberg ’57
Shawn R. Hill ’92
Devin S. Huber ’95
Eric J. Kuehl ’89
In Memory of Craig R. Webber
Joseph L. Long ’55
Morgan J. Lynge ’61
David L. Mari ’64
Ronald H. Maurer ’54
Michael R. Melendrez, III ’92
Heth Chapter Moms Club
2007-08
Jan A. Morel ’94
Brian J. O’Brien ’87
Michael Brian Owens ’85
Samuel A. Peak ’52
Howard G. Pratt ’51
Paul E. Ruby ’72
William M. Sarbaugh ’71
Max N. Schmidt ’57
Joshua A. Schwede ’94
Mio M. Stojkovich ’86
David A. Tillema ’55
Curtis W. Voges ’77
Robert D. Walker ’49
Bruce E. Warren ’74
Ben Younger ’94
Brotherhood Society
$1,500 - $2,999
Mark L. Barba ’82
Eric V. Boeckmann ’81
Kenneth N. Brosh ’75
Matthew F. Carmody ’94
Rolf A. Cederwall ’51
Graham B. Cherrington ’81
Gary L. Cogswell ’61
Roger L. Cogswell ’63
Albert J. Day ’57
Mark H. Delfs ’76
Richard O. Erdmann ’67
Jack Farritor ’97
Mack R. Follmer ’49
Joseph A. Franz, III ’66
Chad William Freund ’98
David R. Goodmon ’56
George C. Haenisch ’94
Donald K. Hanes ’52
Patrick M. Hardiman ’80
Gregory S. Hennenfent ’82
Paul S. Herbert ’82
Christopher B. Kaczynski ’88
Michael R. Kastholm ’75
David L. Kuhn ’59
L. Scott Lewis ’80
Robert J. Mertes ’93
Andrew J. Millard ’98

continued on page 7
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David C. O’Bryant ’54
David O’Sadnick ’74
Benjamin R. Onken ’96
Dean A. Preston ’46
Mark S. Read ’73
Leigh D. Roadman ’78
Edward W. Saloga ’86
James H. Slamp ’73
Jeffrey R. Smith ’80
Robert B. Smith ’55
Charles P. Spelman ’73
Gregory J. Svoboda ’89
Douglas D. Traxler ’80
Kenneth A. Wagner ’55
Michael John Walsh ’94
Eric Weber ’98
Timothy C. Weselak ’94
Bruce D. Wheeler ’59
James L. Wright ’74
Proud Donors
$500 - $1,499
Lloyd J. Allison ’56
David W. Andrews ’42
Charles W. Beall ’64
Warren G. Beebe ’80
Gregory S. Bennorth ’83
Dennis Charles Bone ’02
Charles O. Broughton ’57
Richard L. Cowart ’53
Robert L. Creviston ’59
Delos F. Detar ’39
David A. Drapalik ’80
Roland E. Dukes ’60
William S. Dunham ’57
Roger H. Evans ’56
Robert K. Farley ’71
Scott T. Fowler ’81
David M. Friend ’75
Mark T. Garrigus ’68
Gordon P. Gruenes ’82
Robert L. Hanes ’54
Ward “Doug” Hargis ’65
Matthew F. Harmon ’92
Shelton Skip Heaver ’01
Gregory A. Heiser ’80
Ralph R. Herrick ’51
Arthur Christian Hoelck ’41
Miles W. Hyde ’58
W. Robert James ’55
Jeffrey A. Jones ’74
Andy S. Justice ’94
Donald P. Kilby ’49
Robert H. King ’49
Dan Knieriem ’96
Conrad W. Lantz ’57
Jeffrey J. Laurinaitis ’92
Thomas F. Loverde ’84
Michael W. Manczko ’00
John K. McVickers ’81

Joe C. Miller ’83
Eldon W. Olson ’73
Kenneth E. Pearson ’48
Ray M. Perisho ’64
Craig C. Polte ’84
Todd D. Porter ’73
Adam Powers ’98
Richard C. Rayburn ’52
Stuart A. Reiter ’57
Thomas J. Renkes ’94
Paul E. Rigby ’72
Ronald E. Schmitt ’74
William C. Shannon ’89
Terry L. Snyder ’68
Jeffrey W. Sons ’94
Gerald J. Stalun ’77
Bobby G. Story ’52
Eugene C. Swager ’46
David C. Thies ’73
James M. Tucker ’58
Roger A. Warnke ’64
Robert L. Willerton ’51
Joel A. Winick ’71
James A. Youngquist ’65
Participants
$1 - $499
Donald J. Angelini ’80
David R. Banner ’56
Bernard J. Bobber ’81
Richard J. Budde ’62
Philip W. Chapman ’71
John G. Corliss ’52
Alex M. Duarte ’80
Scott D. Dvorak ’80
Kent R. Francis ’57
Brian J. Gansmann ’88
Howard A. Gleason ’54
Stuart C. Heimburger ’82
Richard D. James ’59
Wilson D. Kaser ’77
Kirby B. Kepford ’69
Marc Larson ’98
Sean E. Ludera ’97
Anonymous
Douglas V. McKinnon ’83
Michael F. Mitrick ’68
Joseph E. Moorhead ’86
Kevin O’Leary ’92
James R. Pitcher ’38
Leades C. Rollman ’42
Marcus J. Samaan ’95
John Severson ’79
Richard C. Spring ’48
Craig T. Traxler ’83
Todd D. Wallin ’98
William R. Wiebmer ’43
Michael Williamson ’99
Kurt A. Wolter ’83
W. Stephen Yaw ’63

To add your name to the list, contact
our Capital Campaign Chairmen, Dan
Bayston ’80 (dan.bayston@cognient.com,
312-560-2124) or Mike Duncan ’74
(mduncan@patcap.com, 312-601-7610).

The living room.

The dining room.

The courtyard.
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ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Acacia Fraternity
University of Illinois #1151
PO Box 2187
Columbus, GA 31902-2187

Help us keep our alumni records up-to-date! Parents, please
forward this newsletter to your son. Alumni, edit your member
profile online at www.AcaciaIllinois.com, or clip this form, place it
in a stamped envelope and send to: Acacia Fraternity, University
of Illinois #1151, PO Box 2187, Columbus, GA 31902.
Name __________________________________________________
Roll Number ______________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
City/State/Zip _____________________________________________
Phone __________________________________________________
E-mail _________________________________________________

MARK YOUR
CALENDAR!

Join Your Brothers at

HOMECOMING!
October 27, 2012
Illinois vs. Indiana
The view from Armory, looking northeast.
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